
SAMPLE
 C

ONTENT



SAMPLE
 C

ONTENT

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ENGLISH 

YUVAKBHARATI 

STD. XII

Written in Accordance with the New Activity Based Paper Pattern 

Salient Features 
•  Exhaustive coverage of syllabus in Passage Based Format 

•  Written in accordance with New Activity Based Paper Pattern 

•  Colossal glossary to get a grip on Vocabulary 

• Includes Paraphrase of a poem / Introduction of a lesson to facilitate a quick

 understanding 

• Covers answers to textual questions (at places modified to suit the activity 

based format) 

•  Includes additional important questions for better preparation 

•  Includes dedicated sections for Grammar and Writing Skills to help build up the

language skills 

•  Two Model Question Papers in accordance with the Latest Paper Pattern 

•  Includes Board Question Paper of March 2019 

Printed at: Prabodhan Prakashan Pvt. Ltd., Navi Mumbai 

©  Target Publications Pvt. Ltd. 
 No part of this book may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means, C.D. ROM/Audio Video Cassettes or electronic, mechanical

including photocopying; recording or by any information storage and retrieval system without permission in writing from the Publisher. 

P.O. No. 152228 Balbharati Registration No.: 2018MH0022
TEID: 12940 



SAMPLE
 C

ONTENT
PREFACE 

 

In the case of good books, the point is not how many of them you can get through, but rather how many can 
get through to you. 
“Std. XII: English Yuvakbharati” is a complete and thorough study material that is carefully drafted and 
critically analysed to aid a student’s understanding and boost their confidence.  
The book makes learning easy for students by segregating each chapter into multiple easy to understand 
passages/extracts. 
Every chapter in the book begins with a colossal glossary, replete with meanings of difficult and 
uncommon words that help students to get a grip on their vocabulary. All the chapters in the book 
essentially contain either the paraphrase of a poem or the introduction of a lesson. This facilitates 
students with a quick understanding of the chapter. The book also includes an exhaustive practice 
exercise of Grammar and Vocabulary that builds up the language skills of students. The book is rife with 
activities to improve overall language skills of a student. Separate sections on Grammar and Writing 
Skills stand a testimony to that fact.  
The eventual part of the book consists of Model Question Papers, designed as per the latest paper pattern. 
It serves as a unique tool to enable self-assessment for students. 
A lot of competent minds have contributed towards this book and we hope that it turns out to be an able 
guide for students of Std. XII. We are positive that it would not just help the students to score well but 
also help them imbibe the fine nuances of language. 
The journey to create a complete book is strewn with triumphs, failures and near misses. If you think we’ve 
nearly missed something or want to applaud us for our triumphs, we’d love to hear from you. 
Please write to us at: mail@targetpublications.org 
A book affects eternity; one can never tell where its influence stops. 
 

Best of luck to all the aspirants! 
From,  
Publisher 
 
Edition: Second 
 

              
Disclaimer 

 
This reference book is transformative work based on textual contents published by the Maharashtra State Board of Secondary and Higher Secondary Education, Pune. We 
the publishers are making this reference book which constitutes as fair use of textual contents which are transformed by adding and elaborating, with a view to simplify the 
same to enable the students to understand, memorize  and reproduce the same in examinations. 
 
This work is purely inspired upon the course work as prescribed by the Maharashtra State Board of Secondary and Higher Secondary Education, Pune. Every care has been 
taken in the publication of this reference book by the Authors while creating the contents. The Authors and the Publishers shall not be responsible for any loss or damages 
caused to any person on account of errors or omissions which might have crept in or disagreement of any third party on the point of view expressed in the reference book.  
 
© reserved with the Publisher for all the contents created by our Authors. 
 
No copyright is claimed in the textual contents which are presented as part of fair dealing with a view to provide best supplementary study material for the benefit of 
students.          
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PAPER PATTERN 
  

SECTION ‘A’ : Prose 
 

(Reading Skill, Grammar, Vocabulary, Note-making and Summary) 

Q.1. (A) Read the first activity, read the extract and then do all the activities.   [12]  
 A1. Activity testing Complex Factual / Global understanding   (2) 
  (Seen Prose: between 250 and 300 words) 
 A2. Activity testing Inference / Interpretation     (2) 
 A3. Activity testing Conclusion / Guessing     (2) 
 A4. Activity testing Vocabulary     (2) 
 A5. Personal Response      (2) 
 A6. Contextual Grammar      (2) 
  
 (B) Grammar (Non-textual)     [3] 
 
Q.2. (A) Read the first activity, read the extract and then do all the activities.   [12] 
 A1. Activity testing Complex Factual / Global understanding   (2) 
  (Seen Prose: between 250 and 300 words) 
 A2. Activity testing Inference / Interpretation     (2) 
 A3. Activity testing Conclusion / Guessing     (2) 
 A4. Activity testing Vocabulary     (2) 
 A5. Personal Response      (2) 
 A6. Grammar       (2) 
  
 (B) Note-making       [3] 
 
Q.3. (A) Read the first activity, read the extract and then do all the activities.   [12] 
 A1. Activity testing Complex Factual / Global understanding   (2) 
  (Unseen Prose : between 250 and 300 words) 
 A2. Activity testing Inference / Interpretation     (2) 
 A3. Activity testing Conclusion / Guessing     (2) 
 A4. Activity testing Vocabulary     (2) 
 A5. Personal Response      (2) 
 A6. Grammar       (2) 
 
 (B) Summary       [3]  
  

SECTION ‘B’ : Poetry 

Q.4. Read the extract and do the activities that follow:    [8] 
 (One Seen extract 12 to 16 lines) 
 A1. Activity testing Factual understanding     (2) 
 A2. Activity testing Interpretation / understanding of Poetic Devices   (2) 
 A3. Activity testing / Appreciation or Personal response   (2) 
 A4. Poetic Creativity       (2) 
 

SECTION ‘C’ : Rapid Reading and Composition 

Q.5. (A) Read the extract and do the activities that follow:   [4] 
  (One Seen extract 200 to 250 words)  
 i. Activity testing global understanding based on 1. Plot 2. Character 3. Setting 4. Theme    

5. Language       (2) 
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 ii. Activity:  
 1. Add your own imaginative paragraph either before or after the extract. 
 2. Convert dialogue into a story form / convert the extract into a dialogue form. 
 3. Provide a different ending in about 50 words. 
 4. Gist of the extract in your own words: (Any One)   (2)  
 (B) Read the extract and do the activities that follow:   [4] 
  (One Seen extract 200 to 250 words) 
 i. Activity testing global understanding based on 1. Plot 2. Character 3. Setting 4. Theme            

5. Language       (2) 
 ii. Activity:  
 1. Add your own imaginative paragraph either before or after the extract. 
 2. Convert dialogue into a story form / convert the extract into a dialogue form. 
 3. Provide a different ending in about 50 words.  
 4. Gist of the extract in about 50 words.  (Any One)   (2)  
 (Note: Activity type used for the extract (A) will not be repeated for the extract (B) 
 

SECTION ‘D’ : Written Communication 

Q.6. (A) Write formal letters:       [4] 
 1. Application  leave of absence, bona fide certificate, scholarship, concessions, job, etc.  

OR 
 2. Complaint  city planning, traffic, garbage, pollution, stray dogs, grievances, etc. to 

authorities or a letter to the editor  
 (B) Write one of the following     [4] 
 1. Leaflet: donation, tourism, yoga / computer class, summar camps, holiday camps, book 

club, etc. 
OR 

 2. News drafting / Report writing 
 
 (C) Write any One of the following     [4] 
 1. View  counterview 

OR 
 2. Information Transfer (Non-verbal to verbal)  
Q.7. (A) Set 8-10 questions to have an interview: 
 1. Initial question (Personal) 2. Content questions 
 3. Probing questions   4. Closing question   [4] 
 
 (B) Drafting Speech       [3] 
  

Section Marks Percentage 
Prose 24 30 
Poetry 8 10 

Vocab./ Grammar 15 19 
Rapid Reading 8 10 
Writing skill 25 31 

 80 100    
 Marks Percentage 
Knowledge / Understanding 40 50 
Skill 19 24 
Application 15 18 
Creativity 6 8 
Total 80 100 
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Contents   
No. Topic Name Page No. 

 UNIT ONE: SELF  
1.1 The Person I Am Looking For 1 
1.2 A Two-Billion-Dollar Dream 6 
1.3 The Turning Point Of My Life 20 
1.4 To Be A Somebody, Remain A Nobody 33 

 UNIT TWO: FAMILY  
2.1 I Ran Into A Stranger 40 
2.2 A Boy With A Mission 45 
2.3 One Full, One Half 56 
2.4 Who Was The Happiest Of Them All? 65 

 UNIT THREE: CITY/TOWN  
3.1 Suburbs 78 
3.2 Where Have All The Birds Gone? 83 
3.3 A Tale For Many Cities 94 
3.4 Aamchi Mumbai & I 103 

 UNIT FOUR: SOCIETY   
4.1 Old Women 109 
4.2 16 Killed In Haridwar Stampede 115 
4.3 A Yawning Divide 122 

 UNIT FIVE: STATE   
5.1 The Felling Of The Banyan Tree 128 
5.2 Towards Ideal Villages 133 
5.3 Under The Yoke 143 
5.4 Realization Of A Dream 156 

 UNIT SIX: NATION  
6.1 A Nation’s Strength 162 
6.2 Audience With Anant Pai 167 
6.3 India’s Underclass Gets Upwardly Mobile 179 

 UNIT SEVEN: WORLD   
7.1 Peace Is A Woman And A Mother 186 
7.2 What Would It Be Like? 191 
7.3 The Animal School : A Fable 200 

 UNIT EIGHT: UNIVERSE / ENVIRONMENT  
8.1 Concrete Jungle 205 
8.2 Ecowatch : “R” You Ready? 211 
8.3 World Population : View-Counterview 219 
8.4 Humans, Be Humane 227 
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 RAPID READING SECTION  

01 The Daisy 230 
02 The Girl With An Apple 233 
03 Skeleton In The Cupboard 237 
04 As You Like It 241 
05 No Fear 246 
 GRAMMAR   

01 Punctuations 250 
02 Question Tags 252 
03 Wh-Questions 253 
04 The Infinitive 254 
05 Uses of ‘too’ and ‘enough’ 255 
06 Articles 256 
07 Prepositions 258 
08 Conjunctions 259 
09 Conditional Sentences 260 
10 Prefixes And Suffixes 261 
11 Modal Auxiliary 262 
12 Gerunds And Participles 263 
13 Tenses 264 
14 Direct And Indirect Speech 267 
15 Active And Passive Voice 269 
16 Subject And Predicate 271 
17 Types Of Sentences 272 
18 Clauses 274 
19 Figures Of Speech 278 
 WRITING SKILLS   

01 Unseen Passages 281 
02 Note Making  296 
03 Letter Writing 305 
04 Leaflet 313 
05 Appeal 317 
06 Report Writing 320 
07 News Writing 322 
08 Information Transfer 325 
09 View Counterview 329 
10 Interview 332 
11 Speech Writing 334 
 QUESTION PAPERS  
 Model Question Paper – I 336 
 Model Question Paper – II 342 
 Board Question Paper: March 2019 348  

Note: Textual questions are represented by * mark 
         Textual questions that are modified to suit the activity based format are      
         represented by # mark 
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Word Meaning 
agrarian (adj) connected with farming 
arboreal (adj) relating to trees; living on 

trees 
captivate (v) attract 
chaff (n) outer covering of the seed of 

grain which is separated from 
the grain before it is eaten 

dangling (adj) hanging freely 
deftly (adv) skilfully and quickly 
felling (v) cutting 
granary (n) a building used to store grain 
perpendicularly 
(adv) 

forming an angle of 90 and 
going straight up 

played truant 
(idiom) 

stayed away 

roost (v) rest or go to sleep 
stationary (adj) motionless 
umpteen (adj) many; several  

   
*1. Look at the pictures of birds on page 54 of 

the textbook and answer the following 
questions:  

i. Have you seen these birds in your 
surroundings? At what time of the year? 

[Students are expected to answer this question on 
their own.] 
 
ii. What are the things that keep birds in your 

surroundings? 
Ans: Birds need trees, food and water to survive. 

They also need suitable climate and a place for 
nesting. All these things keep them in our 
surroundings. 

 
iii. Where do you think these birds have gone? 
Ans: Birds need a proper habitat to survive. Due to 

urbanisation and deforestation, fields and trees 
are no longer available for these birds to roost 
and survive. As a result, we are no longer able 
to see these birds around. In my opinion, they 
must have migrated to areas with better natural 
surroundings, like the hilly or mountainous 
regions, where there is less human settlement. 

 
iv. Why, do you think, we need these birds 

around us? 
Ans: We need birds around us because they are 

useful to the environment in numerous ways. 
Birds are most useful to humans as destroyers 
of harmful insects and as consumers of weed 
seeds. Predatory birds such as the hawk, eagle, 
and owl are essential because they lower the 
population of rats, mice and other rodents that 
would otherwise devour valuable food crops. 
Birds also help in pollination of flowering 
plants.    

   
This text speaks about the importance of conserving 
our surroundings as it provides a favourable habitat 
for all living beings. The narrator particularly speaks 
about the birds he saw in his childhood and how they 
seem to have disappeared now. He tells us about a 
parrot he once saved during his childhood and his 
experiences with it.   
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A1.  Complex Factual / Global Understanding 
 
1. State whether the following statements are 

True or False. Correct the False statements. 
i. The vishupakshi never failed to wake up the 

farmers with its song. 
ii. The vishupakshi would be heard in October 

and November. 
iii. The vitthumkaikkottum was a reminder to the 

farmers to begin their agricultural activities. 
#iv. The New Year festival of Kerala is related to 

the beginning of cultural activities. 
Ans: i. True 
 ii. False. The vishupakshi would be heard 

only in March and April. 
 iii. True 
 iv. False. The New Year festival of Kerala is 

related to the beginning of agricultural 
activities. 

3.2 
– C. V. Sukumaran

Where Have All The Birds Gone? 

Preparatory Questions 

Passage 1 

Read the passage from line 1 to 14 on page 54 of
your textbook and answer the following
questions:  
[“It is April ……………… 

……………… heard again.”]

Glossary 

Introduction
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2. Match the events in column ‘A’ with the 
time of the year in column ‘B’. 

 
 Group ‘A’  Group ‘B’ 

#i. Farmers of Kerala 
begin their 
agricultural activities 

a. in the month 
of April 

ii. Vishupakshi begins 
singing its 
vitthumkaikkottum 

b. after the New 
Year Festival 
of  Vishu 

iii. The New Year 
Festival of Kerala  

c. in the first 
week of 
March 

 
Ans: (i – b), (ii – c), (iii – a) 
 
3. Complete the following web diagram by 

listing facts about the vishupakshi. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
Ans: i. It is a migratory bird. 
 ii. It sings its vitthumkaikkottum (seed and 

spade) song even at midnight. 
 iii. It perches only on the top of very big 

trees. 
 
A2.  Inference / Interpretation 
 
1. Give reasons for the absence of 

vishupakshi in Kerala. 
Ans: As per the writer, there could be two reasons 

for the absence of vishupakshi: 
i. Despite the fact that it urges the 

farmers of Kerala to take to the seed 
and shovel, nobody has any seeds to 
take.  

 ii. There is no place left in Kerala for 
sowing the seeds.   

 
A3.  Conclusion / Guessing  
1. Guess the reasons for the following: 
 
i. Vitthumkaikkottum would be the 

background music to the beginning of 
farming activities because  

Ans:  the vishupakshi would sing it every year in 
the first week of March reminding the 
farmers to start sowing seeds.     

 
ii. The felling of trees has affected the 

sighting of the vishupakshi because  
Ans: the vishupakshi perches itself only on top of 

very big trees. 

A4.  Vocabulary 
 
1. Give meanings of the following 

words/phrases and make meaningful 
sentences with it. 

 i. played truant ii. perches  
Ans: i. stayed away 
  Mahesh was so sick that he played 

truant from school throughout the week. 
 ii. sits on something 
  The sparrow perches itself on the cable 

wire and begins chirping.   
2. Malayalam is the native language of Kerala. 
 List words from the passage used in 

Malayalam and give their meanings. 
Ans: i. Vishu  the New Year festival of Kerala 
 ii. vishupakshi  a species of bird 
 iii. vitthumkaikkottum  seed and spade song 
 
A5.  Personal Response  
1. State the ways in which you can contribute 

to the cause of the survival of birds.  
Ans: We can contribute to the cause of the survival 

of birds by creating awareness towards 
conserving nature. We should actively 
participate in a tree plantation drive as trees 
provide shelter to several species of birds. 
We should also protest against the felling of 
trees and keep bird feeders and water in our 
balconies for them to feed on. 

 
#2. In the past, man used to support the 

survival of birds. Justify. 
Ans:  Prior to urbanisation, man was actively 

involved in agriculture and the fields would 
attract a variety of birds. Trees and bushes 
have always been a good source of finding 
food, roosting, building nests and breeding 
for the birds. Thus, in the past, man 
supported the survival of birds by conserving 
nature. 

 
A6.  Grammar 
 
1. Do as Directed: 
i. It is April and another Vishu came and is gone. 

(Change the Tense of the underlined verbs to 
Present Tense and rewrite the sentence) 

Ans: It is April and another Vishu comes and goes. 
 
ii. Farmers believed in the rain god and the rains 

never failed them. 
 (Rewrite using the Modal Auxiliary ‘would’ 

before the underlined verbs) 
Ans: Farmers would believe in the rain god and the 

rains would never fail them. 

Vishupakshi 
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iii. I have never heard any other bird, except the 
cuckoo, that sings so beautifully as 
vishupakshi.   

(Rewrite as an Affirmative Sentence) 
Ans: The cuckoo is the only bird I have heard that 

sings as beautifully as vishupakshi.  
iv. This song would be heard only in March and 

April.                       (Change to Active Voice) 
Ans: One would hear this song only in March or April.  
v. I think it is a migratory bird. It sings even at 

midnight.                (Join the two sentences to 
 form a Complex Sentence) 

Ans: I think it is a migratory bird which sings even 
at midnight.  

vi. It perches only on the top of very big trees. 
(Change into a Negative Sentence) 

Ans: It does not perch anywhere other than the top 
of very big trees.  

2.  Write the Adjective form of: 
 i. festival ii.  immediately  
 iii. believed  iv. beautifully  
Ans: i.  festive ii.  immediate  
 iii. believable iv.  beautiful   
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A1.  Complex Factual / Global Understanding 
 
1. State whether the following statements are 

True or False. Correct the False statements. 
i. Beautifully crafted nests of the woodpeckers 

would be seen dangling from the ends of palm 
leaves. 

ii. The parrots made holes in the palm trees. 
iii. The woodpecker is the only bird which can 

walk perpendicularly on the tree trunks. 
iv. The writer would know that the parrot was 

chiselling a hard trunk when he would hear 
tak, tak, tak.  

Ans: i. False. Beautifully crafted nests of the 
weaver birds would be seen dangling 
from the ends of palm leaves. 

 ii. False. The parrots made nests in the 
holes of the trunk of palm trees. 

 iii. True 
 iv. False. The writer would know that the 

woodpecker was chiselling a hard trunk 
when he would hear tak, tak, tak. 

2. Complete the following: 
#i. The narrator’s favourite hobby was to wander 

through the paddy fields to ______________. 
ii. The birds that the writer watched in his 

neighbourhood were ___________________. 
Ans: i. see the different kinds of birds and how 

they nest 
 ii. weaver birds, parrots and woodpeckers  
A2.  Inference / Interpretation 
 
1. State the reason behind the narrator’s 

father sending him to their paddy fields 
with a tin-drum? 

Ans: i.  The narrator’s father would send him to 
their paddy fields with a tin-drum when 
the young stalks came out of the rice 
plants.  

 ii.  He did this because the weaver birds 
would land on the paddy to squeeze the 
milk from the tender rice.  

 iii. The tin-drum was used to scare these 
birds away and to prevent them from 
spoiling the yield.  

#2. Describe the sights that the narrator would 
enjoy. 

Ans: The narrator enjoyed the sights of – 
 i. the weaver birds balancing on tender  
  stalks and squeezing the milk from 

tender rice  
 ii. flocks of parrots cutting the ripe rice 

stalks with their sharp beaks and 
flying away with the stalks dangling 
in their beaks  

#3. Explain how the narrator would be 
captivated by the woodpecker. 

Ans: The woodpecker’s strong legs, red crest, the 
dark red stripe on the face and black beak, its 
ability to walk perpendicularly on the tree 
trunks, and the tak, tak, tak sound of the bird 
chiselling a hard trunk would captivate the 
narrator.  

A3.  Conclusion / Guessing 
 
1. Guess the reasons for the following 

statements:  
i. The narrator wondered how the parrots 

made holes for their nests on the hard 
trunks because  

Ans: he hadn’t seen the patient work of the 
woodpeckers using their beaks as chisels on 
the trunks.  

ii. The woodpeckers used to make holes in the 
tree trunks because  

Ans: they were searching for worms in the weak 
spots of the trunks. 

Passage 2 

Read the extract from line 15 to 31 on page 54
and 55 of your textbook and answer the following
questions:  
[“We were an …………… 

………….. to captivate me.”]
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A4.  Vocabulary  
1. Give meanings of the following words / phrases 

and make meaningful sentences with it. 
 i. outskirts ii. tender 
 iii. captivate iv. dangling  
Ans: i. the outer part of a town or a city  
  He built a new factory on the outskirts 

of the city. 
 ii. delicate 
  He hurt his tender feet while walking on 

the rocky beach. 
 iii. attract and hold the interest of 
  Rima captivates the audience with her 

melodious voice. 
 iv. hanging 
  The necklace dangling around her neck 

glittered in the sun.  
2. Write the synonyms of: 
 i. stroll ii. hanging 
 iii. frighten iv.  stems 
Ans: i. wander ii. dangling  
 iii.  scare iv.  stalks  
3. Write the antonyms of: 
 i.  sow            ii.  raw 
Ans: i.  harvest      ii. ripe  
A5.  Personal Response 
 
1. Explain the importance of birds to nature. 
Ans: i.  Birds are ecological indicators notifying 

 us about the health of our environment. 
 ii. Birds help in pollination by dispersing 

seeds. 
 iii. Birds also help in destroying harmful 

insects and rodents. 
iv. Birds like vultures eat away carcasses, 

thus arresting the spread of diseases.   
A6.  Grammar 
 
1. Do as Directed: 
i. I have enjoyed the sight of these little birds 

balancing on the tender stalks and squeezing 
the milk out of the green rice. 

 (Rewrite replacing the underlined  
Gerund with its infinitive) 

Ans: I have enjoyed the sight of these little birds 
balancing on the tender stalks to squeeze the 
milk out of the green rice.  

ii. They make the holes and the parrots occupy 
them.  

(Rewrite as a Complex Sentence) 
Ans: They make the holes which the parrots occupy.  
iii. How beautiful the sight was! 

(Rewrite as an Assertive Sentence) 
Ans: It was a very beautiful sight. 

iv. I would go after him. 
(Rewrite as an Interrogative Sentence) 

Ans: Wouldn’t I go after him?   
v. The sound used to captivate me. 

(Change the Voice) 
Ans: I used to be captivated by the sound.  
2.    Write the Noun form of:  
 i.  young       ii. enjoyed  
 iii. occupy iv.  captivate 
Ans: i.  youth        ii.  enjoyment  
 iii.  occupation iv. captivation   
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A1.  Complex Factual / Global Understanding  
1. State whether the following statements are 

True or False. Correct the False statements. 
i. The narrator saw many woodpeckers bringing 

food to their little ones. 
ii. The chick can be identified as a parrot by the 

green plumage and red beak. 
#iii. The boy requested the woodpeckers to spare 

the trunk as it was home for many parrots. 
Ans: i. False. The narrator saw many parrots 

bringing food to their little ones. 
 ii. False. The chick can be identified as a 

parrot only by the shape and colour of 
its beak. 

 iii. False. The boy requested the treecutters 
to spare the trunk as it was home for 
many parrots.  

2. Complete the following statements by using 
the correct alternatives. 

#i. There were at least _________ nests made 
in the trunk. 

 A. two B. three 
 C. four D. Six  
ii. The narrator fed the parrot _______ when 

he brought him home. 
 A. apples B. milk  
 C. grapes D. water  
iii. The woodcutters laughed at the narrator 

when he asked them to ________________. 
 A. leave his village B. feed the parrot 
 C. spare the tree D. cut the tree  
Ans: (i – B), (ii – B), (iii – C) 

Passage 3 

Read the passage from line 32 to 50 on
page 55 of your textbook and answer the
following questions:  
[“One of the …………… 

………….. like an arrow.”]
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#3. Arrange the following events of the 
narrator trying to save the chicks in the 
order of their occurrence. 

i. The narrator rushed to the site. 
ii. The narrator saw that the eggs were smashed. 
iii. The narrator saw the tree being cut down. 
iv. The woodcutters paid no heed to his request. 
v. The narrator begged the woodcutters to spare 

the trunk which was home to the chicks. 
vi. The tree fell. 
vii. One little chick was alive. 
viii. The narrator brought the chick home, fed it 

and nursed it. 
Ans: iii, i, v, iv, vi, ii, vii, viii 
 
A2.  Inference / Interpretation 
 
1. Describe the destruction that took place 

when the tree was cut. 
Ans: When the tree was cut – 
 i. two recently hatched chicks were thrown 

out of their nest and smashed to death 
 ii. eggs in two other nests, were also 

smashed 
 
2. Describe the activities of the parrot that the 

author had nurtured. 
Ans: The parrot whom the author nurtured would – 
 i. linger on the coconut trees, till the 

author came back from school  
 ii. fly down from the tree and land on the 

author’s head 
 iii. drink milk from a small plate and eat 

paddy from the author’s palm 
 iv. deftly extract the grain from the chaff 

and eat it 
v. sleep in his cage after filling his 

stomach, only to wake up sharp at 6 
a.m. the next day, drink some milk and 
fly away 

vi. continue to return to the author even 
after he grew up 

 
A3.  Conclusion / Guessing 
 
1. Guess the reasons for the following:  
i. The narrator’s efforts in saving the tree 

were in vain because  
Ans: the woodcutters cut the tree despite the narrator’s 

repeated requests not to do so as there were at 
least three parrot nests in it. 

 
ii. Two months later the parrot began to fly 

because  
Ans: the narrator had brought it home and nursed it 

well by feeding it milk and bananas, which 
had helped the parrot regain its health. 

A4.  Vocabulary 
 
1. Match the words in Column ‘A’ with their 

meanings in Column ‘B’.  
 Column ‘A’  Column ‘B’ 

i. smashed to 
death 

a. escaped grievous injury 

ii. survived the fall b. with great speed 
iii. thrown out  c. stay in a place longer 

than necessary, because 
of a reluctance to leave 

iv. linger  d. crushed to death 
v. like an arrow e. sent out forcibly  
Ans: (i – d), (ii – a), (iii – e), (iv – c), (v – b)  
2. Write the antonyms of: 
 i. far ii. few 
 iii. awkwardly 
Ans: i. near ii. many 
 iii. deftly  
3. Write the synonyms of: 
 i. hurried ii. still 
 iii. skilfully iv. rush 
Ans: i. rushed ii. stationary 
 iii. deftly iv. haste  
A5.  Personal Response  
1. Assume that you have found a baby bird 

that has fallen out of its nest. Narrate your 
reaction in such a scenario. 

Ans: If I find a baby bird that has fallen out of its 
nest, I would first look for injury marks on it. 
If the bird is injured, I would nurse it and 
feed it till it regains its strength and finally 
flies away.  

A6.  Grammar 
 
1. Do as Directed: 
i. I rushed to the site and begged the tree cutters 

to spare the trunk. 
 (Rewrite using a Gerund) 

Ans: Rushing to the site, I begged the tree cutters to 
spare the trunk.   

ii. I was laughed at.             (Change the Voice) 
Ans: They laughed at me.  
iii. I opened the cage.           
           (Change into Past Perfect Tense) 
Ans: I had opened the cage.  
iv. I carefully fed it.     (Replace the underlined  

Adverb with the noun form) 
Ans: I fed it with care.  
v. He used to linger on the coconut trees. 
 (Use the Modal Auxiliary ‘would’ instead of 

‘used to’ and rewrite the sentence) 
Ans: He would linger on the coconut trees. 
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2. Write the Noun form of: 
 i. laughed ii. survived 
 iii. identified iv. fly 
Ans: i. laughter    ii. survival 
 iii. identification iv. flight 
  
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A1.  Complex Factual / Global Understanding 
 
1. Complete the following sentences: 
#i. The fellow parrots would accompany the 

parrot in the ___________________. 
ii. The parrot and the narrator were intimate 

friends for ___________________. 
#iii. The person who wants to hear the real story 

again and again is ___________________. 
iv. If the narrator was not at home someday, the 

parrot would ________________. 
#v. In the evening, the parrots would make 

musical sounds in a chorus to _____________. 
#vi. Woodpeckers, parrots and weaver birds are 

not seen in the writer’s locality because 
___________________.  

Ans: i. mornings and evenings 
 ii. more than three years 
 iii. the narrator’s five year old younger 

daughter 
 iv. roost on the coconut tree and fly away 

in the morning 
 v. celebrate the reunion of the parrot and 

the writer 
 vi. the place has been experiencing a man-

made ‘cultivation change’. 
 
A2.  Inference / Interpretation 
 
#1. The parrot struck a balance between his 

family bonds and friendship. Justify. 
Ans: The parrot struck a balance between his family 

bonds and friendship because – 
 i. when the parrot had fully grown up, he 

flew far and wide, but returned to the 
coconut tree to meet the narrator every 
evening after six o’clock  

  ii.  he would fly away again in the morning 
with his fellow parrots 

A3.  Conclusion / Guessing  
1. Guess the reasons for the following statements  
i. The parrot was not denied the joys and 

ecstasy of the arboreal life because  
Ans: in spite of being an intimate friend of the 

narrator for more than three years, the parrot 
had all the freedom to forge family bonds with 
its fellow mates.  

ii. The fellow parrots were wonderstruck 
because  

Ans: the sight of the parrot’s landing on the 
narrator’s head used to delight them.   

A4.  Vocabulary  
1. Give meanings of the following 

words/phrases and make meaningful 
sentences with it. 

 i. denied ii. umpteen times 
 iii. wonderstruck iv. ecstasy  
Ans: i. not allowed 
  Sharad was denied a ticket to the 

concert. 
 ii. several times 
  He rang the doorbell umpteen times 

before Kamini opened it. 
 iii. a sudden feeling of awe or wonder 
  I was wonderstruck seeing the colourful 

musical fountain show. 
 iv. absolute delight 
  Geetanjali found joy and ecstasy in music.  
2. Write the synonyms of: 
 i. escorted ii. close 
 iii. elation iv. narrated  
Ans: i. accompanied ii. intimate 
 iii. ecstasy iv. recounted  
3. Write the antonyms of: 
 i.  boring ii. deserted 
 iii. distant iv. allowed  
Ans: i.  interesting ii.  accompanied 
 iii. intimate iv. denied  
A5.  Personal Response  
#1. State whether you think the narrator is 

unhappy because the parrot did not turn 
up. Give reasons for your answer. 

Ans: No, I do not think the narrator is unhappy 
because the parrot did not turn up. He is happy 
that the parrot has been able to enjoy his life 
by living freely in his natural habitat.    

#2. Explain the effects of urbanisation on 
biodiversity. 

Ans: As urbanisation grows, biodiversity declines. 
Growing cities destroy vital, natural habitats or 
leave it fragmented into patches. Species of birds 

Passage 4 

Read the passage from line 51 to 70 on
page 55 and 56 of your textbook and answer the
following:  
[“When he became …………… 

………….. tak, tak, tak...”]
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and animals become endangered and get extinct. 
Forests are destroyed to accommodate the ever 
growing population. This affects biodiversity 
negatively as various birds and animals lose their 
natural habitat and become extinct.   

#3. The world around us is turning into a concrete 
jungle. Write the steps that you would take to 
invite birds like parrots, sparrows etc., into 
your locality. 

Ans: Birds need food, water and nesting places. I 
would invite birds like parrots, sparrows etc. 
into the locality by putting a bird feeder and a 
bowl of water near my window or on the 
terrace. I will also grow small plants around the 
house. Insects that thrive on these plants are 
food for some birds. 

 I would even place small wooden or cardboard 
boxes or grow small hedges around the garden 
to provide nesting area for birds. 

 Planting more trees and increasing greenery in 
my locality will help to invite birds in the 
locality. 

 
A6.  Grammar 
 
1. Do as Directed: 
i. When he became a fully grown up one, he 

began to go far and wide. 
 (Identify the Clauses) 

Ans: He began to go far and wide  Main Clause 
 When he became a fully grown up one  

Subordinate Adverb Clause of Time 
 
ii. If I was not home someday, he would not 

come down.                  (Identify the Clauses) 
Ans: He would not come down  Main Clause 
 if I was not home someday  

  Subordinate Adverb Clause of Condition 
iii. He had been my intimate friend whom I had 

given all the freedom. 
 (Identify the Tense of the underlined verbs) 

Ans: Past Perfect Tense 
 
iv. His family bonds might have become stronger 

than his friendship with me. 
(Rewrite in Positive Degree) 

Ans: His friendship with me might not have been as 
strong as his family bonds.   

v. Still I miss him, but I am happy. 
 (Rewrite using ‘Although’) 

Ans: Although I miss him, I am happy.  
vi. I have recounted the story umpteen times. 

(Change the Voice) 
Ans: The story has been recounted umpteen times 

by me. 

2. Write the Adjective form of: 
 i. fact ii. joy  
 iii. ecstasy iv. climate 
Ans: i. factual ii. joyous 
 iii. ecstatic iv. climatic 
 
  
#1. ‘Humans have deprived birds of their natural 

habitat.’ Give your opinion on the above 
statement and write about its adverse effect. 

Ans: Yes, we humans have deprived birds of their 
natural habitat by cutting trees for constructing 
roads and buildings. Trees are home to birds 
and in their absence, birds are bound to 
migrate to other places. 

 Birds play an important role in our ecosystem. 
They help in the dispersal of seeds and feed on 
worms and insects that otherwise damage the 
agricultural crops. Birds are also the indicators 
of a healthy surrounding. In their absence, 
food supplies will become more vulnerable to 
pests. Population of rodents will increase 
drastically and this will ultimately lead to the 
spread of various diseases.   

  
*1. Based on the information given in the text, 

complete the following table. You may work 
in pairs or groups:   

Birds Time to 
visit 

Place of 
Shelter Food 

Vishupakshi    
 When young 

stalks come 
out of rice 
fields 

  

  Holes made by 
woodpecker 

 

Woodpecker – –   
Ans:  

Birds 
 

Time to 
visit 

Place of 
Shelter Food 

Vishupakshi 
 

March and 
April 

On the top of 
very big 
trees 

Rice, 
Insects 

Weaver-
birds 

When 
young 
stalks come 
out of rice 
fields 

In nests, on 
coconut and 
palm trees 

Milk 
from 
green 
rice 

Parrots 
 

When 
paddy is 
harvested 

Holes made 
by 
woodpecker 

Rice, 
Milk, 
Bananas 

Woodpecker – – Worms 

Additional Questions for Practice 

Extension
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● Adjectives with the suffix ‘ struck’ 
 
Examples 
i. A coconut tree near the pond was thunderstruck. 
 Here, ‘thunderstruck’ means affected by 

thunderbolt. 
ii. They would be wonderstruck at the sight. 
 Here, ‘wonderstruck’ means surprised.  
*1. Now read the adjectives in Column ‘A’ and 

match them with their meanings given in 
Column ‘B’:  

 A  B 
i. awestruck a. enjoying theatre a lot 

and wishing very much 
to be an actor 

ii. dumbstruck b. crazy because he/she is 
in love 

iii. stagestruck c. impressed by famous 
people 

iv. moonstruck d. heatstroke caused by 
excessive exposure to 
the sun 

v. starstruck e. feeling very impressed 
vi. sunstruck f. unable to speak because 

of surprise  
Ans: (i  e), (ii  f), (iii  a), (iv  b), (v  c), (vi  d)  
 
● Puzzle  
*2. Solve the word puzzle.  

     1    2   

   1        3 

4            
2   5         

            
            
            

3            

            
 
 Across  Down 

1. fringe, the outer 
edge 

1. thin stem 

2. tool used to shape 
wood, stone or metal 

2. feathers on a bird’s 
head 

3. press firmly 3. view 
  4. feeling or state of 

very great happiness 
  5. save 

Ans:   
     1S    2C   
   1O U T S K I R T 3S 

4E     A    E  I 
2C H I 5S E L    S  G 
S   P  K    T  H 
T   A        T 
A   R         

3S Q U E E Z E      

Y            
 
*3. Complete the words: 
 ‘arboreal’ means living in trees. The word 

is derived from ‘arbor’ which means a tree. 
 Here are some incomplete words with their 

meanings. Complete the words with the 
help of the clues given in the bracket: 

 i. arbor ___ : having trees on both 
sides 

 ii. arbor ___ :  tree planting day 
 iii. arbor ___ :  full of trees 
 iv. arbor ___ :  tree like shape 
 v. arbor ___ :  place where many kinds 

of trees grow 
 vi. arbor ___ : scientific cultivation of trees 
 vii. arbor ___ : a specialist in planting 

and maintenance of trees 
 (Day, escent, iculture, ist, eous, ed, etum)  
Ans: i. arbored ii. arbor Day 
 iii. arboreous iv. arborescent 
 v. arboretum vi. arboriculture 
 vii. arborist   
   
● Modal Auxiliaries 
Use of ‘would’  
The modal auxiliary ‘would’ refers to the typical 
activities in the past. 
Example 
Immediately after Vishu, paddy would be sown. 
It is also used to express a habit in the past or a 
habitual activity.  
Example  
Saurabh would walk to school and save a rupee every 
day. 
*1. Pick out sentences with ‘would’ from the 

text and comment on the use of ‘would’ in 
every sentence: 

Ans: i. This song would be heard only in March 
or April. 

  Here, ‘would’ refers to the typical 
activity in the past. 

Language Study: Grammar 
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 ii. Beautifully crafted nests of the 
weaverbirds would be seen dangling 
from the ends of palm leaves. 

  Here, ‘would’ refers to typical activity 
in the past.  

 iii. Hundreds of these little birds would 
land on the paddy to squeeze the milk 
from the tender rice. 

  Here, ‘would’ refers to typical activity 
in the past.  

 iv. They would come to the fields when the 
young stalks come out of the rice-plants. 

  Here, ‘would’ refers to typical activity 
in the past.  

 v. My father would send me to our field.... 
  Here, ‘would’ refers to habitual action 

in the past.  
 vi. .... flocks of parrots would land there.... 
  Here, ‘would’ refers to typical activity 

in the past.  
 vii. I would go after him. 
  Here, ‘would’ refers to habitual action 

in the past.  
 viii. .... in the evening he would be waiting 

for me on the coconut tree. 
  Here, ‘would’ refers to habitual action 

in the past.  
 ix. He would roost on the coconut tree. 
  Here, ‘would’ refers to habitual action 

in the past.  
 x. .... all fellow parrots would be there on 

the coconut tree.... 
  Here, ‘would’ refers to habitual action 

in the past.   
● Use of ‘would not’ / ‘wouldn’t’  
The modal auxiliary ‘would not’ or ‘wouldn’t’ refers 
to typical activities and habitual actions in the past. 
The use of negation refers to a refusal or 
unwillingness on a particular occasion in the past. 
Examples 
The car would not start this morning. 
I asked him politely but he wouldn’t tell me.  
*1. Pick out two sentences with ‘would not’, 

‘wouldn’t’ from the text. 
Ans: i. But he wouldn’t fly long. 
 ii. If I was not home someday, he would 

not come down.   
● Use of ‘might have’  
The modal auxiliary ‘might have’ implies strong 
speculation. It is used to express an opinion. 
Example 
It might have decided not to sing. 

*1. Pick out sentences with ‘might have’ from 
the text. 

Ans: i. The bird might have watched that even 
if it urges the people to take to the seed 
and shovel,....  

 ii. .... nobody has seeds to take and it might 
also have observed that in the district .... 
there is no place for sowing the seeds.  

 iii. .... it might have decided not to sing ....   
 iv. His family bonds might have become 

stronger than his friendship with me.  
● Use of ‘may’ / ‘might’  
The modal auxiliary ‘may’ is used to express probability.  
Example 
Rupa may buy a laptop.  
The modal auxiliary ‘might’ is also used to express 
probability but it may be uncertain to do the action 
following the modal.  
Example 
Rupa might buy a laptop.  
*1. Look at the optical illusion on page 60 of 

your textbook and express the degree of 
probability by using may/might in the 
sentences given below: 

 i. It _______ be a vase. 
 ii. It _______ be two faces. 
 iii. It _______ be a freehand drawing. 
Ans: i. It may be a vase. 
 ii. It may be two faces. 
 iii. It might be a freehand drawing.       
*1. Write a detailed note on: 
 ‘Why should we save birds?’ 
 You may include the following points: 
 i. Birds are the greatest indicators of 

climate change. 
 ii. Insect outbreaks are reduced with the 

existence of birds. 
 iii. Some birds are important pollinators. 
 iv. Birds are predictors of natural disasters. 
 v. Study of birds helps us understand 

evolutionary adaptations. 
 vi. Genuine appreciation for our natural world. 
 vii. Study of birds provides a great deal of 

information to aeronautical engineers, 
climatologists and psychologists.  

Ans: Birds are one of the beauties of nature. A 
tree without birds seems lifeless. Many 
people derive inspiration from watching and 
listening to birds. They are an intricate 

Note-making 
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component of our ecosystem. Birds play an 
important role as they are high up in the 
food chain. 

 However, urbanisation has reduced bird 
habitats. The number of different species of 
birds is declining. When birds start 
disappearing, it means something is wrong 
with our environment and we need to take 
prompt action. 

 Birds are a farmer’s best friend. Certain 
birds such as owls and eagles help to keep 
the population of mice and rats in control. 
Rats feed on grains and breed rapidly. They 
are considered as pests. 

 A large number of birds are insectivorous. 
They serve as natural pest controllers. These 
birds destroy insects like locusts, 
grasshopper, caterpillars and beetles which 
are destructive to our food crops. 

 Some birds are efficient pollinators too. 
They feed exclusively on nectar and help in 
transfer of pollen grains from flower to 
flower. Imagine a world without scavengers. 
The disposal of carcasses of dead animals 
and other decaying waste depends on birds 
like vultures, crows and kites. They play an 
invaluable part in keeping our environment 
clean and free from diseases. Humans 
should be thankful to these natural 
scavengers. 

 Birds sense climate change and migrate 
from hills and mountains towards coastal 
areas when weather conditions change. 
Many species begin nesting, indicating the 
onset of rains. 

 Birds have also saved a number of human 
settlements by predicting natural disasters in 
an area. It has been observed that a few 
minutes prior to an earthquake, everything 
becomes completely still. Birds stop 
singing, chirping and flying around. They 
have also been known to leave an area 48 hours 
prior to a major calamity such as an earthquake, 
tsunami or flood. 

 Birds help us to understand evolutionary 
adaptations as well. They are the inspiration and 
source of information to aeronautical engineers, 
climatologists and psychologists. All these 
reasons show that birds are an extremely 
essential part of our ecosystem and in their 
absence, humans will suffer a great deal. 

*2. You know Hariyal is the state bird of 
Maharashtra. Visit the internet / library 
and collect information about the bird. 
Prepare a folder using pictures of the bird. 

Ans:  
 The State Bird of Maharashtra  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
Name  : Hariyal, also known as the yellow-

legged green pigeon  
Genus : They are from the Treron genus. 

Their species is scientifically 
classified as Treron phoenicoptera. 
This genus contains 23 species. 

 
Features : Yellowish olive-green body, blue-

gray crown, slate-gray tail, bright-
yellow legs, pink-red iris with pale-
blue inner ring and a light-pinkish 
shoulder patch. 

   The reason for its distinct colour is the 
carotenoid pigment present in the fruits 
and nuts that the species feeds on.  

Distribution: Found in India, Sri Lanka, Burma, 
Pakistan, Nepal, Bangladesh, China, 
Thailand, and Cambodia 

   Commonly found in the Telangkhedi, 
Ambazari, Gorewada, Seminary Hills, 
Maharajbagh regions of Nagpur. Also 
found in Ramtek, Pench, Melghat and 
Amravati.   

Habitat : They prefer semi-green and deciduous 
forests, pipal and banyan trees, and 
other wooden habitats. They can be 
spotted early in the morning on the 
top of tall fruit-bearing trees. They 
rarely descend to the ground.  

Diet  : They are herbivores that feed on 
fruits, nuts, berries and crops.  

[Note: Students can take cue from the above 
answer and collect more pictures to 
prepare a folder.]  
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*3. Visit your school / college library or the 
internet and collect information about Dr. 
Salim Ali, the well-known ornithologist. 
Write an article for your school / college 
magazine using the information.  

Ans:                     The Birdman of India 
 Salim Moizuddin Abdul Ali was born in 

Bombay in the year 1896. He spent his life in 
bird-watching and ornithology. His knowledge 
in the field of ornithology is unmatched in 
India. 

 Salim Ali developed an immense love for 
birds right from his childhood. His life 
changed forever when he visited the Bombay 
Natural History Society and saw the collection 
of stuffed birds. He left Bombay in 1919 as 
there were no jobs in the field of natural 
history and went to Burma to manage his 
family business. But he couldn’t stop himself 
from being curious about the birds. He came 
back after seven years to complete his studies. 
He studied zoology at St. Xavier’s College 
and offered his services to the Bombay 
Natural History Society in the year 1926. He 
saved the prestigious institution from financial 
crunches. 

 In the year 1930, he published a paper on the 
nature and activities of the weaver bird. The 
paper earned him a lot of acclaim and 
established his name in the field of 
ornithology. From then on, he started 
travelling to places for conducting bird 
surveys and making detailed observations. He 
wrote ‘The Book of Indian Birds’ in 1941. He 
later wrote ‘Birds of Kerala’, ‘Pictorial Guide 
to the birds of the Indian Subcontinent’, 
‘Handbook of the Birds of India and Pakistan’, 
and his autobiography, ‘The Fall of the  
Sparrow’. He helped save the Bharatpur Bird 
Sanctury, and fought hard to save the Silent 
Valley National Park in Kerala where a 
hydroelectric project was soon to be 
constructed. 

 He was honoured with a doctorate from the 
Aligarh Muslim University, the Delhi 
University, and the Andhra University. He 
was the first Indian to receive a gold medal 
from the British Ornithology Union. He also 
received the J. Paul Wildlife Conservation 
Prize and was honoured with the John Philips 
Memorial Award. The Government of India 
honoured Dr. Salim Ali with the Padma 
Bhushan in 1958 and the Padma Vibhushan in 
1976. 

 Dr. Salim Ali’s contribution to the field of 
ornithology is unmatchable and his books 
have inspired an extensive amount of field 

work that has set new standards in 
ornithology. His contribution towards the 
conservation of wildlife in India is 
incomparable. The ‘Birdman of India’, the 
title he rightly received for his exceptional 
work, passed away in 1987 at the age of 90. 
He left behind the legacy of his extensive 
work and research in the field of bird-
watching and ornithology.  
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