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     [Note: Answer to every question must be written on a new page.] 

Q.1  (A1)  
  i.  Exclamatory sentence 

  ii. a. rising   b.  barking

iii. Meenakshi had never flown in an airplane before.

iv. Anika kept her eyes open for the ice-cream truck.

v. The dog accidently broke the vase.

vi. cope, epic, piece, topic

vii. pour

viii.  I have been studying for the last hour.

  (A2)  
   i.  The car belonged to our neighbour  Main Clause 

that was parked in front of our gate  Subordinate Adjective Clause 

ii. 
 

iii. He smiled and said that I was not tone-deaf. 
  iv. cricket, tiger, rainbow, watch, hare   

  (B) 
i. a. The newly built building was a fine piece of modern architecture. (Adjective) 

b. I decided to fine Rajat, for not returning his Library book in time. (Verb) 

ii. Can’t World Heritage Sites also be a combination of both cultural and natural areas? 

Q.2 (A) 
 (A1)   i. Stephen Hawking was 21 years old when he was diagnosed with ALS. 

ii. Hawking’s roommate was suffering from leukaemia. 

  (A2)   i. Hawking and his family were devastated to hear that he was suffering from ALS. 
 ii. A dream that he had seen during this time that he was executed, made him realise that there 

were still many things he wanted to do with his life. 

  (A3)  i. notice ii. prevented
iii. despondent iv. tolerable

  (A4)  i. Hawking first began to notice problems with his physical health – Main Clause 
while he was at Oxford – Subordinate Adverb Clause of Time 

 ii. For the next two weeks, the 21-year-old college student made his home at a medical clinic. 
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   (A5)  i.  We learn the following from this story: 
        We should live our lives to the fullest in spite of the tough challenges we might have to face. 
      ii.  People around us may be having a more difficult life than ours.    
   (B1)   i.  The female guest said this to the narrator. 
     ii.  The narrator said this to his female guest.  
   (B2)  i.  False. The narrator decided to dramatically say that he had been robbed, if he didn’t have 

money. 
       ii.   False. The guest ordered coffee and ice-cream after the asparagus.  
   (B3)  i.  panic 
     ii.  mortifying  
     iii.  obliged  
     iv.  luncheon 
 
   (B4)  i.  She replied in the negative saying that she was not hungry as she didn’t eat luncheon.  
      ii.  I eat just one thing one thing for luncheon. 
   
    (B5)    I would have handled the situation in the following manner: 
       i.  Considering I was short of money, I would have taken the guest to a good but economical 

place for the luncheon. 
       ii.  In case she felt that the place I had selected was unsuitable for her, I would have either 

looked for a similar place or declined the offer to host the luncheon. 
      
Q.3   (A1)  i.  True 
      ii.  False. You should never let cold, sickness or pain stop you from achieving your goals. 
 
   (A2)    The obstacles mentioned by the poet that can keep us away from our goals are as follows: 
       i. severe poverty ii.  hunger  
       iii. illness    iv. pain 
  

   (A3)  i.   Climax – The words ‘strength’, ‘sagacity’, ‘faith’, ‘hope’, ‘confidence’ and ‘tenacity’ are 
arranged in an increasing order of their relative importance. 

      ii.   Repetition – The word ‘and’ is repeated thrice to indicate the requisites for achieving what 
one wants. 

      iii.  Alliteration – The sound of the letter ‘s’ has been repeated twice for poetic effect. 
 
   (B)    The title of the poem is ‘Where the Mind is Without Fear...’ It is composed by the great 

Rabindranath Tagore. 
       The central idea of the poem is about the poet’s vision of freedom for his country. He desires 

and prays for an overall awakening of the people of the nation and not just for political 
freedom. There is no fixed rhyme scheme in the poem as it is written in a free verse format.  

      The figures of speech used in the poem are Alliteration, Apostrophe, Metaphor, 
Personification and Synecdoche. 

      Among the special features of the poem is the fact that, it is a poem of hope as the poet is not 
happy with the present condition of the country, but he is hopeful for a better future. 

       The poet uses many metaphors to elaborate the evils existent in the country. Each thought has 
been connected using the word ‘where’. The poem is full of positive and negative imagery as 
the poet envisions a better future while facing the bleak reality of today.  

      My favourite line from the poem is, “Into that heaven of freedom, my Father, let my country 
awake”, because it is not only a prayer to the Almighty, but also a message to the countrymen 
to awaken from the bondages of colonial rule.  

      I like the poem for its beautiful dream of a free and equal place, where the fellowmen live 
with each other in peace and harmony. The poem has a universal appeal and is relevant even 
today. 
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Q.4    (A1)  i.  His master had sent him to a neighbouring farm for two weeks, which had a meadow that 

was bordered on one side by the railway line. 
       ii.  He turned and galloped to the far side of the meadow as fast as he could, and stood there 

breathing heavily with astonishment and fear.  
 
    (A2)    Black Beauty’s different reactions to the sound of the train are as follow: 
      i.  Initially, Black Beauty was filled with fear and astonishment on hearing the sound of the 

train. 
      ii.  However, Black Beauty later realised that the train never came into the field or harmed him 

and he thus began to ignore it. There came a point where he started caring as little about the 
passing of a train as the cows and sheep did. 

               
   (A3)    i. bordered   ii. dreadful  iii.  frightful iv.  fearless 
  
   (A4)  i.  sightless, steaming  
     ii.  He never forgot the first train that ran by, did he?                      
   (A5)    Yes, I have conquered my fear of darkness with help from my elder brother. Ever since I was 

a toddler, I feared the darkness. Last month, my parents were caught in a traffic jam and my 
brother and I were alone at home. Unfortunately even the electricity supply to our locality 
was cut off. I could not bear to be in the darkness. However, my brother very quietly lit 
candles in the room. He then started making shadow puppets on the wall. Soon, I forgot all 
about my fears and joined him. My fear of the dark was gone and I realised how well my 
brother had helped me to get rid of it.  

     (B)                                         Silent Movies: A Lost Era 
        Watching our favourite movie without sound is unimaginable. Between 1894 and 1929, silent 

movies were just a series of moving pictures. Title cards were used to make them meaningful 
to the audience. Exaggerated expressions and body language communicated the story to the 
audience. Miming which formed the basis for slapstick comedy also became popular during 
this time. This included movies made by Charlie Chaplin, Buster Keaton, Laurel and Hardy, 
the Three stooges and the Marx Brothers. By 1914, live music was used to create the mood 
and convey the tone of the film. Tinting was another development that took place before the 
invention of colour films. However, tinting the black and white film by hand was a lengthy 
and complicated procedure.  

 
  
Q.5   (A)     Shri Nathibai Damodar College, 
       15, North Avenue, 
       Dadar (West), 
        Mumbai – 400 028 
       19th August, 2018 
 
       The Warden, 
       Modern Hostel for Women, 
       P J K Road, 
       Bandra (East), 
       Mumbai – 400 050 
   
         Subject: Permission to leave due to a family emergency  
         Respected Madam, 
       I, Ms Pradnya Suryavanshi, stay in Room No. 28, in the aforementioned hostel. 
        My father has during been urgently advised to undergo a bypass surgery in my 

hometown in Nagpur, the coming week. Since this is a major surgery, I would like to be there 
with my father and provide moral support to my family. For this, I would have to leave for 
my hometown, at the earliest.  
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        I would like to inform you that I’d be taking a week’s leave to attend to the same. I 
shall regularly update you about my father’s well being as well as the details regarding my 
return.   

       Thanking you.  
       Yours truly, 
    
       Ms Pradnya Suryavanshi 
 
   (B)    Me  : Hi, Abhijeet! How were your exams last week? I’m sure you must have done 

well, as always! 
       Abhijeet :   Hi, Tejas! I did my best, let’s hope the results reflect the same. 

     Me  :  There is an exhibition at the local museum showcasing the ancient Indian 
scripts from the 25th to the 30th of this month. Would you like to accompany 
me on my visit to the museum next Sunday? 

     Abhijeet :   It sounds interesting, Tejas!  I would love to accompany you. 
      Me  :  I’ve heard that some experts too would be there to unravel the secrets locked in 

these old scripts. 
      Abhijeet :   Wow! That’s fantastic! I have always been amazed by the scripts of the 

Harappan Civilization. 
       Me  :  That’s great! I also read in the newspaper that several calligraphers would be 

available on Sunday as a special attraction for children. They would be 
conducting a free workshop for teaching children how to write their names in 
different scripts. 

     Abhijeet :   I am very eager to visit the museum. Let’s go there at ten in the morning, so 
that we have the entire day to learn and gain the maximum from the visit. 

       Me  :  Ok then, let’s meet at 9:45 a.m. on Sunday at the venue. 
     Abhijeet :   Sure! Bye, Tejas! See you at the museum!   

Q.6  (A)      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                           
 
 
 
       
  (B)     Good morning, respected Principal, teachers and my dear friends. On the occasion of 

World Nature Conservation Day, I, Master Yash Tripathi, would like to share my ideas on 
the theme, ‘How to Save Natural Resources’.  

        Let me begin by asking you as to how many have taken a bath this morning. If you 
have, how much water did you use, or rather waste while bathing? Friends, resources on the 
earth are limited and are meant for everyone to use. If each one of us uses them without any 
restrictions, there are chances that we would exhaust these resources, thereby depriving the 
next generation of its benefits. Can you imagine our next generation, going to school without 
a bath, or without water to even wash their face and hands? Would you allow the next 
generation to breath in polluted air, have shortage of food and no quality of life? Is that what 
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we wish to leave behind as a legacy? Apart from wasting water, we also misuse a lot of other 
natural resources like fossil fuels, coal, natural gas, etc. 

        If we wish to continue our existence, we will have to start taking corrective action 
today. Let’s ensure optimum utilisation of each drop of water. As students let’s use dry 
colours to celebrate the festival of ‘Holi’. Let’s finish the water filled in our water bottles and 
use the remaining to water plants. Let’s suggest to our parents that our vehicles be cleaned 
using a wet cloth rather than water. Let’s use bicycles for travelling to short distances. Let’s 
use coal and other natural resources in limitation. If we save the natural resources today, our 
the next generation will be able to use it over a long period of time. 

       Thank you everyone for your patient listening.   
   

    
Q.7  (A)     We have been taught the advantages of being determined in life. We are told to be stable and 

firm while trying to achieve our goals. If we are constantly changing ourselves or our 
methods, we may not be able to achieve success. Continuous growth is necessary for 
succeeding in life, but constant change can be harmful. For example, if a person does not 
stick to an occupation for long, he may not develop expertise in any field and may thus not 
succeed in life. His efforts are wasted if he keeps trying new things and taking on different 
jobs. We need to have a fixed aim and a clear plan to follow our ambition. The proverb states 
that for moss to grow on a rock, it needs to be undisturbed and secure. Similarly, in order to 
be successful, we have to find something that we can do very well. Otherwise, we will keep 
moving ahead but never truly progress. A person who is constantly on the move cannot 
commit to anything and ends up struggling in life. Stability is essential to lead a balanced life 
and that can only be achieved when one is ready to make a commitment and stick to it.      

  (B)                                                          Responsible Ranjana  
       Ranjana was on her way to school when she heard the soft weeping of a little child sitting on 

the pavement. The little child was well-dressed and did not seem to be a beggar. She stood 
beside him and guessed that the child might have been separated from his mother. She looked 
around to see if she could ask someone for help.  

       Soon, some curious onlookers suggested that they hand the child over to them so that they 
could find his mother. Ranjana’s sixth sense told her not to do so. The child too seemed to 
hold on to Ranjana’s hand indicating his trust in the girl. Ranjana decided to call Uncle 
Suyash, who was a police inspector at the local police station. With Uncle Suyash’s help, not 
only were the child’s parents found, but a racket involving the theft of children was 
uncovered. It seemed that the child was separated from his mother in a nearby market. A 
woman, who wanted to kidnap the child, led the child to a distant place by luring it with 
sweets. When the child realised he was separated from its mother, it began crying loudly. 
Scared, the woman fled, leaving the child at the side of the pavement, where Ranjana finally 
found him. 

       Ranjana’s responsible nature had saved the child and reunited him with his parents.  
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