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PREFACE   
 Std. X English Kumarbharati IQB is a treasure house of the most important 
questions that would help students to face the Board Examination confidently. This book is 
created in accordance with the New Board Paper Pattern 2019-20 
 IQB (Important Question Bank) covers all types of activities along with answers as 
per the marks allotted to them. The book makes learning easy for students by segregating 
each question of the Activity Sheet as a separate chapter. The Solved Examples build a strong 
knowledge base and help the students understand how to attempt the activities. The flow of 
the contents is mapped according to the revised paper pattern and is presented in the most 
lucid manner. Moreover, the textual passages and poems provided are arranged in a chapter-
wise format so as to ease the process of preparation for the students. We have provided One 
Model Activity Sheet at the end of the book that enables students to assess their level of 
preparation for the Board examination. This will also give the students an idea of how the 
content of the entire book would look like in the activity sheet.            
 Armed with an arsenal of choicest of questions and relevant answers, we are confident 
that this book will cater to the needs of students across categories and effectively assist them to 
achieve their goal.  
Please write to us at: mail@targetpublications.org  

Best of luck to all the aspirants! 
 
From,  
Publisher  
Edition: Second                

Disclaimer  
This reference book is transformative work based on ‘Std. X English Kumarbharati; First Reprint: 2019’ published by 
the Maharashtra State Bureau of Textbook Production and Curriculum Research, Pune. We the publishers are making 
this reference book which constitutes as fair use of textual contents which are transformed by adding and elaborating, 
with a view to simplify the same to enable the students to understand, memorize and reproduce the same in 
examinations. 
 
This work is purely inspired upon the course work as prescribed by the Maharashtra State Bureau of Textbook 
Production and Curriculum Research, Pune. Every care has been taken in the publication of this reference book by the 
Authors while creating the contents. The Authors and the Publishers shall not be responsible for any loss or damages 
caused to any person on account of errors or omissions which might have crept in or disagreement of any third party on 
the point of view expressed in the reference book.   
© reserved with the Publisher for all the contents created by our Authors.  
No copyright is claimed in the textual contents which are presented as part of fair dealing with a view to provide best 
supplementary study material for the benefit of students.   
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PAPER PATTERN AND MARKING SCHEME 

Time: 3 Hours                                                          Total Marks: 80 
 

   
Q.1. A1. Do as Directed (Simple Activities)                04 Marks   
 A2. Do as Directed (Medium Activities)             04 Marks   
 B. Do as Directed (Challenging Activities)       02 Marks 
                                  10 Marks 
 
 
 
Q.2. A. Textual Passage 
 A1.  Simple Factual Activity                                  02 Marks   
 A2.  Complex Factual Activity                                  02 Marks 
 A3.  Activity based on Vocabulary                            02 Marks 
 A4.  Activity based on Contextual Grammar           02 Marks 
 A5.  Activity based on Personal Response, 

Expression, Creativity and Imagination          02 Marks  
                                     10 Marks 
 
 B. Textual Passage 
 B1.  Simple Factual Activity                                  02 Marks   
 B2.  Complex Factual Activity                                  02 Marks 
 B3.  Activity based on Vocabulary                            02 Marks 
 B4.  Activity based on Contextual Grammar           02 Marks 
 B5.  Activity based on Personal Response, 

Expression, Creativity and Imagination         02 Marks  
                                    10 Marks 
 
  
Q.3. A. Poem for Comprehension 
 A1. Simple Factual Activity                               02 Marks  
 A2. Complex Factual Activity                                02 Marks 
 A3.  Vocabulary / Poetic Devices                               01 Mark  
                                  05 Marks 

Section I: Language Study 

Section III: Poetry 

Section II: Textual Passages 
(Reading Skills, Vocabulary, Grammar) 
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 B. Poem for Appreciation 
  •  Title                                  ½ Mark 
  •   Poet                                             ½ Mark 
  •   Rhyme Scheme                                   01 Mark 
  •   Figure of Speech                                  01 Mark 
  •   Theme / Central Idea                                   02 Marks   
                                                05 Marks 
 
 
 
  
Q.4. A. Unseen / Non-textual Passage 
 A1.  Simple Factual Activity                                  02 Marks   
 A2.  Complex Factual Activity                                  02 Marks 
 A3.  Activity based on Vocabulary                            02 Marks 
 A4.  Activity based on Contextual Grammar           02 Marks 
 A5.  Activity based on Personal Response, 

Expression, Creativity and Imagination          02 Marks  
                                    10 Marks 
 B. Writing a summary of the   
  Unseen Passage given in Q.4 (A)  
  •   Suggest a suitable title                               01 Mark 
  •   Central Idea / Theme                                    02 Marks 
  •   Use of appropriate language                         02 Marks    
                                             05 Marks  

 
 

 
Q.5.   Letter writing                                  05 Marks 
 1. Formal   
     OR  
 2. Informal        
Q.6. A. Information Transfer                                  05 Marks 
 A1. Verbal to Non-verbal          
       OR  
 A2.  Non-verbal to Verbal 

Section V: Writing Skills 

Section IV: Unseen / Non-textual Passages 
(Reading Skills, Vocabulary, Grammar and Summary) 
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 B. Speech Writing / View-Counterview              05 Marks 
 B1. Speech Writing            
                              OR  
 B2. View-Counterview  
                                     15 Marks 
 
 
 
Q.7. A.  Expansion of Theme / News Report 

based on the given headline          05 Marks  
 A1. Expansion of Theme  
      OR  
 A2. News Report based on the given headline 
  
 B. Developing a story / Narrating an experience 

based on the given beginning or ending   05 Marks 
 B1. Developing a story   
      OR  
 B2. Narrating an experience 
  
                                        10 Marks 
  
                                       Grand Total: 80 Marks 
    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Section VI: Creative Writing
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Sr. 
No. 

Question No. 
(As per the 

Paper Pattern) 
Topics Page 

No. 

Language Study 
1 Q.1 (A) & (B) Language Study 01 

Section II – Textual Passages 
(Reading Skills, Vocabulary and Grammar) 

2 Q.2 (A) & (B) Textual Passages 09 
Section III  Poetry 

3 Q.3 (A) Poems for Comprehension 41 
4 Q.3 (B) Poems for Appreciation 53 

Section IV – Non-Textual Passages 
(Reading Skills, Vocabulary, Grammar, and Summary) 

5 Q.4 (A) Non-textual Passages for Comprehension 59 
6 Q.4 (B) Passages given in Q.4 (A) for Summary 68 

Section V – Writing Skills 
7 Q.5 Letter Writing 71 

8 
Q.6 (A1) 

OR 
Q.6 (A2) 

Information Transfer (Verbal to Non-verbal) 
         OR 
Information Transfer (Non-verbal to Verbal) 

84 

9 Q.6 (B1) 
OR 

Q.6 (B2) 

Speech Writing 
         OR 
View and Counterview 

93 
10 

Section VI – Creative Writing 

11 Q.7 (A1) 
OR 

Q.7 (A2) 

Expansion of Theme  
        OR 
News Report  

103 
12 

13 

Q.7 (B1) 
 

OR 
Q.7 (B2) 

Developing a Story based on the given 
beginning / ending 
        OR 
Narrating an Experience based on the given 
beginning / ending 

110 

  Model Activity Sheet 118 
 

INDEX
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Q.1 (A)


POETRY 
Section 

III 

Poems for Comprehension – Q.3 (A) 

● Format of the question:
i. An extract from a seen poem, consisting of 2 to 3 stanzas will be

provided.
ii. Three types of activities will be asked based on the extract.
iii. These are as follows: 
A1 Simple Factual:    [2 Marks] 

Name the following, Match the columns, Complete the Web-diagram, 
Complete the sentences, Choose the correct alternatives, True or False, 
Arrange in the chronological sequence, etc. 

A2 Complex Factual:                                             [2 Marks] 
Complete the sentences, Justify, Explain, Describe, Enlist, Give reasons, 
Correct the False statements, Completing the web-diagram, Choose the 
correct alternatives, Match the Columns, Name the following, etc. 

A3 Vocabulary / Poetic Devices:                                                      [1 Mark] 
Write down the rhyme scheme, Give rhyming words of your own for the 
given words, Write rhyming words from the extract, Describing words, 
Words used in old English, Figures of Speech, Antonyms, Synonyms, etc. 

● How to score well in this question:
i. Read the extract twice.
ii. Read all the activities carefully.
iii. Attempt the activity according to the marks allotted.
iv. Study the Solved Examples attentively.
v. Try and answer the activity based questions on your own to enhance your

ability to attempt them in the examination.
vi. Marks are indicated against each activity to help you decide how many

points to include in the answer.
vii. Generally, write 1 to 2 words / points for a 1 mark answer and 3 to 4

points for a 2 marks answer.

Guidelines

Total: 05 Marks
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POEM 1.1: WHERE THE MIND IS WITHOUT FEAR 

 

Answers: 
A1.   (i – c), (ii – a), (iii – d), (iv – b)  
A2. The lines mean the following: 

i. The poet wishes that the minds of his countrymen are enlightened by the
Almighty, so that they see the power of reason and don’t give in to age-old
superstitious beliefs.

ii. He prays to God to help his countrymen progress, so that they become
individuals who think and act logically, are progressive and have a broad-
minded outlook. 

A3. Alliteration, Consonance, Personification, Transferred Epithet 
(Any one figure of speech will be accepted as the answer) 

Extract 1

Read the following extract on page 3 from your textbook and do the 
activities:  
A1. Match the phrases in Column ‘A’ with their meanings in Column ‘B’.   

 (2) 
Column ‘A’ Column ‘B’ 

i. Mind is without fear a. Truthfulness 
ii. Words come out from 

the depth of truth 
b. Clarity of thoughts 

iii. Narrow domestic walls c. Confidence 
iv. Clear stream of reason d. Reasons for discrimination 

A2.  Explain the lines, “Where the mind is led forward by Thee Into ever-
widening thought and action”.    (2)  

A3.  Name any one Figure of Speech in the following line:    (1) 
“Where tireless striving stretches its arms towards perfection” 

[“Where the mind is ………….…….…….…….…..let my country awake.”] 

[P.S. Scan this Q. R. Code to view a video that explains the 
Glossary, Paraphrase and Figures of Speech of this poem. This will 
help you to effectively answer the questions based on this poem.] 
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Q.3 (A) & (B)


POEM 1.4: ALL THE WORLD’S A STAGE 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
Answers: 

A1. i. Infancy (Infant) ii. Childhood (Schoolboy)
iii. Teenage (Lover) iv. Adulthood (Soldier)

A2. i. “At first, the infant, 
Mewling and puking in the nurse’s arms.” 

ii. “Then the whining schoolboy, with his satchel
And shining morning face, creeping like snail
Unwillingly to school.”

iii. “And then the lover,
Sighing like furnace, with a woeful ballad
Made to his mistress’ eyebrow.”

Read the following extract on page 24 from your textbook and do the
activities:  
A1. Fill in the following web diagram by stating the four stages of man’s life

mentioned in the extract.                                                  (2) 

  

A2. Give lines from the poem as proof for the following:  (2) 
i. The baby is crying and throwing up.
ii. The child does not want to go to school.
iii. The teenager is longing for his love and writes poems for his loved one.
iv. The adult man is willing to risk his life to earn a reputation that is short-

lived.  
A3. Give an example of Inversion from the extract.   (1) 

Extract 2 

Four Stages of Man’s Life

[“And one man…….….….…………….…………………cannon’s mouth.”] 
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 iv. “Then a soldier, 
  Full of strange oaths and bearded like the pard, 
  Jealous in honour, sudden and quick in quarrel, 
  Seeking the bubble reputation 
  Even in the cannon’s mouth.”   
A3. An example of Inversion from the extract is  
 “And one man in his time plays many parts,”  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
Answers:  
A1. i. fifth   ii. seventh  
A2. In the sixth stage, man has entered the elderly phase of his life. He is now a 

lean and skinny man. He has now become a pantaloon, that is, an old man who 
wears spectacles, slippers and closefitting trousers that are too big for his weak 
legs. His big manly voice has now turned into a childish treble, i.e. his voice is 
weaker than that of a child’s. He expresses no views about the world around 
him as he can barely speak.   

A3. i. eyes  severe ii. hose  youthful  
 
 
 
 
 

[P.S. Scan this Q. R. Code to view a video that explains the 
Glossary, Paraphrase and Figures of Speech of this poem. This 
will help you to effectively answer the questions based on this 
poem.] 

Read the following extract on page 24 and 25 from your textbook and do the 
activities:  
A1. Choose the correct alternative:                                                                  (2) 
i. Man is full of wise saws in the _______ stage of life. (sixth / fourth / fifth) 
ii. The stage that is termed as second childishness is the _______ stage of life. 

(sixth / seventh / fifth) 
 
   
A2. Write about the transformations that take place as man enters the sixth 

stage of life.                                                                            (2)  
A3. Write the describing words used for the following words in the extract. 

               (1) 
i. eyes     ii. hose 

Extract 3 

 
[“And then the justice, ……….……………………………sans everything.”] 
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Q.3 (A) & (B)


POEM 2.1: ANIMALS 

Answers:  
A1. i. True ii. False   ii. False iv. True  
A2. The two positive traits of the animals from the extract are as follows: 

i. They do not stress over or complain about their condition.
ii. They are not dissatisfied or crazy with the mania of owning things.

A3. An example of Onomatopoeia from the extract is  
“They do not sweat and whine about their condition,” 

   

POEM 2.4: THE PULLEY 

Read the following extract on page 46 from your textbook and do the activities:  
A1. State whether the following statements are True or False.      (2) 
i. The poet says that he could live with animals.
ii. Animals make the poet sick by discussing their duty to God.
iii. Animals kneel before each other.
iv. Animals are not unhappy over the whole earth. 

A2. List any two positive traits of the animals from the extract.      (2)  
A3. Give an example of Onomatopoeia from the extract.        (1) 

Extract 4 

[“I think I could………………..……….……...….….……… whole earth.”] 

[P.S. Scan this Q. R. Code to view a video that explains the 
Glossary, Paraphrase and Figures of Speech of this poem. This will 
help you to effectively answer the questions based on this poem.] 

Read the following extract on page 71 from your textbook and do the 
activities:  
A1. Name the following.      (2) 
i. The object that God had standing by when he first made man.
ii. The first blessing poured on man by God.
iii. The blessing that flowed after beauty.
iv. The only blessing God kept away from man.

Extract 5 

[“When God at first ………….……….….…......................... to my breast.”] 
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Answers:  
A1.  i. glass of blessings ii. strength  
 iii. wisdom  iv. rest  
A2. God kept away the blessing of ‘rest’ from man because of the following 

reasons: 
 i.  If He had not done so, man would love God’s gifts more than God himself. 
 ii.  If man did not receive ‘rest’ with the other gifts, he would look for it when 

he’s tired and wants to relax, only to find it as well as God with it.    
A3. The rhyme scheme of the first three stanzas is ‘ababa’, whereas that of the 

fourth stanza is ‘abcba’.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
Answers:  
A1.  i. strength  ii. beauty 
 iii. wisdom  iv. honour 
 v. pleasure  vi. rest 
  (Any four points will be accepted as the answer)   
A2. i.  “Pour on him all we can” 
 ii.  For if I Should (said He) 
   “Bestow this jewel also on my creature,  
   He would adore my gifts instead of me” 

Read the following extract on page 71 from your textbook and do the 
activities:  
A1. Complete the following web-diagram:                                                       (2) 
 
 
 
 
 
  
A2.  Pick out two lines from the extract that contain God’s monologues.      (2)  
A3.  Write any two pairs of rhyming words from the extract.                         (1) 

Extract 6

Any four blessings mentioned in the extract 

 
[“When God at first ………….……….….…........................... to my breast.”] 

A2.  Explain the reason why God did not bless man with rest.                      (2)  
A3.  Write the rhyme scheme of the poem.                                                       (1) 
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Q.3 (A) & (B)


iii. “If goodness lead him not, yet weariness
May toss him to my breast”

A3. i.  man – can – span ii. by – lie
iii. way – stay – lay iv. pleasure – treasure
v. he – me – be vi. creature – nature
vii. rest – breast viii. restlessness – weariness

(Any two pairs of rhyming words will be accepted as the answer)

POEM 3.1: NIGHT OF THE SCORPION 

       

   
  

Answers:  
A1. i.  scorpion ii. ten  iii. peasants iv. God 
A2. The phrase ‘to paralyse the Evil One’ means to stop the venom of the scorpion 

from spreading throughout the poet’s mother’s body. 

A3. An example of Simile from the extract is  
“The peasants came like swarms of flies” 

[P.S. Scan this Q. R. Code to view a video that explains the 
Glossary, Paraphrase and Figures of Speech of this poem. This will 
help you to effectively answer the questions based on this poem.] 

Read the following extract on page 101 from your textbook and do the 
activities:  
A1.  Fill in the blanks with words from the extract.  (2) 
i. The poet’s mother was stung by a _______.
ii. It had been raining for _______ hours.
iii. The _______ came in like swarms of flies to assist the poet’s mother.
iv. The buzzed the name of _______ to paralyse the Evil One. 

A2.  Explain the meaning of the phrase ‘to paralyse the Evil One’ from the 
extract.  (2) 

A3. Give an example of Simile from the extract.  (1) 

Extract 7

[“I remember the night………………………………………….. they said.”] 
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Answers:  
A1. i. curse ii. blessing iii. powder

iv. mixture v. herb vi. hybrid
vii. burning the toe by putting paraffin on it
(Any four points will be accepted as the correct answer)

A2. The poet uses the idea of a ‘holy man’ in the poem, to depict a very common 
occurrence in rural India: 
i. A ‘holy man’ is called upon to treat all kinds of ills and ailments. The simple-

minded villagers are made to believe things that are beneficial to them.
ii. These so-called ‘holy men’ fool the gullible people into believing that all

their suffering can be remedied through incantations, sacrifices and rituals,
for which they extract money from these villagers.
The poet tries to show this fact through the given lines.

A3. i. Alliteration ii.  Personification  
(Any one figure of speech will be accepted as the answer) 

[P.S. Scan this Q. R. Code to view a video that explains the 
Glossary, Paraphrase and Figures of Speech of this poem. This will 
help you to effectively answer the questions based on this poem.] 

Read the following extract on page 102 from your textbook and do the 
activities:  
A1.  Complete the following web-diagram:     (2) 

 
 
A2.  Explain the message that the poet is trying to convey through the line “I 

watched the holy man perform his rites to tame the poison with an 
incantation.”                                                                (2) 

A3.  Identify any one Figure of Speech in the following line from the extract. 
 (1) 

“I watched the flame feeding on my mother.” 

Extract 8 

Any four remedies used by the poet’s father  
to relieve his wife’s pain due to the scorpion’s sting 

[“More candles, more..……….……………….……… spared my children.”] 
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Q.3 (A) & (B) 


POEM 3.4: THE WILL TO WIN  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
Answers:    
A1. (i – D), (ii – B)   
A2. i. “If you gladly sweat for, fret for and plan for it” 
 ii. “Lose all your terror of the opposition for it.”  
A3. An example of Antithesis from the extract is  
 “work day and night for it” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Extract 10

Read the following extract on page 124 from your textbook and do the 
activities:  
A1. Complete the web diagram:                                                              (2) 

 

 

 

 

strengthcapacity hope

We should go after the thing we want with all of our

Read the following extract on page 124 from your textbook and do the 
activities:  
A1.  Complete the following sentences by choosing the correct alternatives.     (2) 
i. When you want something badly, you must go out and _______. 
 A. search for it    B. purchase it 
 C.  think about it    D. fight for it  
ii. When you want something badly, life without it seems _______. 
 A. cheap and inexpensive  B. useless and worthless 
 C.  sad and pathetic   D. dull and unattractive 
 
   
A2.  Find lines from the poem as proof for the following:                          (2) 
i. toil hard happily   ii. get rid of all fears  
A3.  Pick out an example of Antithesis from the extract.                                (1) 

Extract 9

 
[“If you want a thing ………….…….…….……………. opposition for it.”] 

 
[“If you simply go ………….…....…......……….….….….….… you’ll get it!”] 
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Answers: 
A1. i. sagacity ii. faith 
 iii. confidence iv. stern pertinacity  
A2. i. False. Sickness and pain should keep us away from the thing that we want. 
 ii. True  
A3. i. strength ii. hope 
 
 
 
 
 
  

POEM 4.1: A THING OF BEAUTY IS A JOY FOR EVER 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

[P.S. Scan this Q. R. Code to view a video that explains the 
Glossary, Paraphrase and Figures of Speech of this poem. This 
will help you to effectively answer the questions based on this 
poem.] 

Read the following extract on page 147 and 148 from your textbook and do 
the activities:  
A1.  Fill in the blanks.                                                                (2) 
i.  Some shape of _______ moves sorrow away. 
ii.  Old and young trees sprout a _______ for simple sheep. 
iii. _______ make a cooling covert for themselves. 
iv. Beauty has been compared to an endless fountain of _______. 
 
 
 
A2.  The beautiful things around us are referred to as ‘essences’. Give 

reasons.                                                                            (2)  
A3.  Write one rhyming word of your own for the following words:             (1) 
i. moon     ii. rills 

Extract 11

[“Of noble natures, ……….…….……………………… so does the moon,”] 

A2. State whether the following statements are True or False. Correct the 
False statements:                                                               (2) 

i. Sickness and pain should keep us away from the thing that we want. 
ii. If we relentlessly pursue our goal, God will help us achieve it.  
A3.  Give the antonyms of the following words from the extract:                  (1) 
i.  weakness ii. despair 
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Answers: 
A1. i. Beauty ii. Shady boon

iii. Clear rills iv. Immortal drink

A2. Beautiful things around us are referred to as ‘essences’ due to the following 
reasons: 
i. Beautiful things do not last forever. Thus, what remains forever are their

memories. When one is sad or in a low frame of mind, remembering those
beautiful memories freshen the person and fill him with joy.

ii. They not only enliven the person who remembers them, but also the people
and environment around him, very similar to the work done by a sweet
fragrance.

A3. i.  moon  noon / toon / spoon / goon 
ii. rills  hills / chills / gills / mills  / drills

(Any word rhyming with the given word will be accepted as the
answer)

 
 
 

 

 

Extract 12
Read the following extract on page 147 from your textbook and do the 
activities:  
A1.  Complete the following sentences by choosing the correct alternatives. 

   (2) 
i. A thing of beauty is _______.

A. a joy forever B. lovely forever
C. silence forever D. beautiful forever

ii. The flowery band that humans make binds them to _______.
A. the heavens B. beautiful things
C. the earth D. all that is lovely

 
A2.  Complete the web-diagram.   (2) 

A3.  Write the rhyme scheme of the given extract.    (1) 

The blessings that beautiful things keep in store for us 

[“A thing of beauty.......…….……………………… of the inhuman dearth”] 
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Answers:     
A1. (i  A), (ii  C)  
A2. i. A quiet place of shade to refresh us  
 ii. Relaxation 
 iii. Peaceful sleep 
 iv. Good health   
A3. The rhyme scheme of the given extract is ‘aa bb cc’. 
 
 
 
 
 
  

POEM 4.4: THE HEIGHT OF THE RIDICULOUS  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
Answers:     
A1. ii, iv, i, iii  
A2. The poet says that he will never again compose humorous poems because: 
 i.  The poet witnessed how his poem had landed his servant in a helpless 

situation for ten days and nights at a stretch. Beginning with just a grin, the 
servant kept laughing and went into a fit. 

[P.S. Scan this Q. R. Code to view a video that explains the 
Glossary, Paraphrase and Figures of Speech of this poem. This will 
help you to effectively answer the questions based on this poem.] 

Read the following extract on page 171 and 172 from your textbook and do 
the activities:  
A1.  Arrange the following events in the chronological order.                      (2) 
i. The servant roared loudly while laughing. 
ii. The grin on the servant’s face became broader. 
iii. The servant split his waistband laughing. 
iv. The servant made a chuckling sound.      
A2.  The poet says that he will never again compose humorous poems. Give 

reasons.                                                                                    (2)  
A3.  Give an example of Transferred Epithet from the extract.                    (1) 

Extract 13

 
[“I called my servant, …….…………….….….….…… As funny as I can.”] 
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Q.3 (A) & (B)


ii. Realising that all this happened because of the humour in the poem, the
poet humorously decided never to compose such poems in the future.

A3. An example of Transferred Epithet from the extract is  
“Ten days and nights, with sleepless eye,” 

[P.S. Scan this Q. R. Code to view a video that explains the 
Glossary, Paraphrase and Figures of Speech of this poem. This 
will help you to effectively answer the questions based on this 
poem.] 

Appreciation of Poem – Q.3 (B) 

 Format of the question:
i. The text of an entire poem would be given.
ii. Students need to write the appreciation of the poem in a paragraph

format only.
iii. The following is a breakup of the marks allotted:  

Points Marks 
allotted 

i. Title of the poem ½  
ii. Name of the poet ½ 
iii. Rhyme scheme 1 
iv. Figure of Speech (any 1) 1 
v. Theme / Central idea (At least 2 to 3 lines) 2 

 How to score well in this question:
i. Read the poem at least twice.
ii. Attempt the question according to the given points.
iii. Study the Solved Examples attentively.
iv. Try and write the appreciation on your own to enhance your ability to

attempt this question in the examination.

Guidelines 

Total: 05 Marks 
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POEM 1.1: WHERE THE MIND IS WITHOUT FEAR  
1. Write an appreciation of the poem ‘Where the Mind is Without Fear’ with 

the help of the following points.                                                                 (05) 
i. Title                                 (½) 
ii. Poet                                                                     (½) 
iii. Rhyme scheme                                 (1) 
iv. Figures of Speech                                 (1) 
v. Theme/central idea (At least 2 to 3 lines)                              (2) 
Ans:         Appreciation of the poem ‘Where the Mind is without Fear’ 
The poem, ‘Where the Mind is Without Fear’, has been written by Rabindranath 
Tagore. There is no fixed rhyme scheme in the poem as it is written in a free verse 
format. The figures of speech used in the poem are Apostrophe, Consonance, 
Metaphor, Personification and Synecdoche. An example of Alliteration from the 
poem is “Into the dreary desert sand of dead habit” as the sound of the letter ‘d’ is 
repeated for poetic effect. The central idea of the poem is about the poet’s vision of 
freedom for his country. He desires and prays for an overall awakening of the 
people of the nation and not just for political freedom. This poem is not only a 
prayer to the Almighty, but also a message to the countrymen to awaken from the 
bondages of colonial rule.  

POEM 1.4: ALL THE WORLD’S A STAGE  
2. Write an appreciation of the poem ‘All the World’s a Stage’ with the help 

of the following points.                                                                            (05) 
i. Title                                 (½) 
ii. Poet                                                    (½) 
iii. Rhyme scheme                                 (1) 
iv. Figures of Speech                                 (1) 
v. Theme/central idea (At least 2 to 3 lines)                              (2) 
Ans:               Appreciation of the poem ‘All the World’s a Stage’ 
The poem titled ‘All the World’s a Stage’ has been written by the famous English poet 
and playwright, William Shakespeare. There is no specific rhyme scheme in this 
poem, but the poet has written the poem with a steady rhythm of five beats in each 
line. Because of this uniformity in rhythm, the poem is a blank verse. The figures of 
speech used in the poem are Alliteration, Consonance, Hyperbole, Inversion, 
Metaphor, Metonymy, Onomatopoeia, Repetition, Simile, and Transferred Epithet. 
An example of Simile from the poem is “Then a soldier Full of strange oaths and 
bearded like the pard,” where the beard of the soldier has been compared to that of a 
leopard. The poem is primarily just a metaphor about life. Each man has various roles 
to play throughout his life. It shows that life is arranged in a particular order wherein 
each individual lives his life by going through to different phases. It highlights the 
theme of the perpetual changes in life. 
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POEM 2.1: ANIMALS  
3. Write an appreciation of the poem ‘Animals’ with the help of the following 

points.                                                     (05) 
i. Title                                 (½) 
ii. Poet                                                    (½) 
iii. Rhyme scheme                                (1) 
iv. Figures of Speech                                (1) 
v. Theme/central idea (At least 2 to 3 lines)                             (2) 
Ans:                     Appreciation of the poem ‘Animals’ 
The poem ‘Animals’ has been written by the famous American poet Walt Whitman. 
It has been written in a free-verse format and hence lacks a regular rhyme scheme. 
The beauty of this poem is enhanced manifold using various figures of speech like 
Alliteration, Antithesis, Consonance, Hyperbole, Interrogation, Metaphor, 
Onomatopoeia, Repetition and Tautology. An example of Interrogation from the 
poem is “Did I pass that way huge times ago and negligently drop them?” as the 
question is not asked to elicit any answer, but to stimulate the reader to think deeply 
about the question. The poem is a sarcastic take on what human beings have lost in 
their craze for a materialistic life. By comparing human life to that of animals, the 
poet highlights the appalling life man is presently living. Although, today, he has 
made rapid strides towards progress and made himself stable, comfortable and 
wealthy, he lacks many of the qualities that will make him enjoy the fruits of his 
labour. He has been reduced to a dissatisfied, materialistic individual who is 
ignorant of how well life should be lived.  

POEM 2.4: THE PULLEY  
4. Write an appreciation of the poem ‘The Pulley’ with the help of the 

following points.                                                                      (05) 
i. Title                                 (½) 
ii. Poet                                                    (½) 
iii. Rhyme scheme                                (1) 
iv. Figures of Speech                                (1) 
v. Theme/central idea (At least 2 to 3 lines)                             (2) 
Ans:                            Appreciation of the poem ‘The Pulley’ 
‘The Pulley’ by George Herbert is a secular poem having hints of religious elements 
woven into it. The title of the poem is quite justified because just as a pulley lifts up 
objects to a greater height, God, the creator too lifts man towards him, through the 
pulley of ‘restlessness’. The rhyme scheme used in the first three stanzas of the 
poem is ‘ababa’ while that of the fourth stanza is ‘abcba’. The poem is beautified 
using figures of speech such as Alliteration, Antithesis, Climax, Consonance, 
Hyperbole, Inversion, Metaphor, Paradox, Personification, Repetition, Synecdoche, 
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and Tautology. An example of Metaphor from the poem is “Bestow this jewel also 
on my creature” where the gift of ‘rest’ is indirectly compared to something 
precious such as a ‘jewel’. The theme of the poem revolves around the fact that 
human beings are bestowed with many gifts by God, yet we tend to be materialistic 
and overlook God, who always pulls us towards him. Written from the point of view 
of God, this poem gives us a clear idea that as humans, we are subject to God’s will 
and all the wealth in the world wouldn’t be able to compensate for the satisfaction 
and solace we seek in him.  

POEM 3.1: THE NIGHT OF THE SCORPION 
 
5. Write an appreciation of the poem ‘The Night of the Scorpion’ with the 

help of the following points.                                                                 (05) 
i. Title                                 (½) 
ii. Poet                                                    (½) 
iii. Rhyme scheme                                (1) 
iv. Figures of Speech                                (1) 
v. Theme/central idea (At least 2 to 3 lines)                             (2) 
Ans:                 Appreciation of the poem ‘The Night of the Scorpion’ 
The poem ‘The Night of the Scorpion’ by Nissim Ezekiel, revolves round the sting of 
a scorpion that the poet’s mother experienced on a rainy night. The poem follows the 
narrative style of storytelling where an incident is narrated in a free verse having no 
fixed rhyme scheme. The poem is enriched using various figures of speech such as 
Alliteration, Antithesis, Hyperbole, Inversion, Metaphor, Onomatopoeia, Oxymoron, 
Repetition, Simile, and Transferred Epithet. An example of Personification from the 
poem is “I watched the flame feeding on my mother” as the flame is given the human 
quality of ‘feeding’. The poem is a first-person account of how a son (the poet) 
watches helplessly as his mother suffers from a scorpion’s sting. The villagers’ 
blessings and curses, a holy man’s chants and the rational husband’s experiments 
cannot bring relief to the poet’s mother. It shows how the behaviour of the villagers is 
characterised by their illiteracy and the lack of medical facilities, which thereby results 
in blind beliefs and superstitions.  

POEM 3.4: THE WILL TO WIN 
 
6. Write an appreciation of the poem ‘The Will to Win’ with the help of the 

following points.                                                                            (05) 
i. Title                                 (½) 
ii. Poet                                                   (½) 
iii. Rhyme scheme                                (1) 
iv. Figures of Speech                                (1) 
v. Theme/central idea (At least 2 to 3 lines)                             (2) 
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Ans:              Appreciation of the poem ‘The Will to Win’ 
The poem, ‘The Will to Win’ has been written by Berton Braley. The title of the 
poem suggests that it is about the preconditions for success. The poem is written in 
a free-verse format which is the reason why the rhyme scheme is irregular and does 
not have a fixed pattern. The figures of speech beautifying the poem are 
Alliteration, Antithesis, Climax, Repetition and Tautology. 
An example of Tautology from the extract is “seems useless and worthless without 
it” where two words ‘useless’ and ‘worthless’ having the same meaning i.e. 
‘meaningless’ are used in the same line. The central idea of the poem highlights the 
criteria for achieving success. The poet believes that success is the result of 
persistent struggle, relentless pursuit of one’s goal and unyielding determination. 
One must toil without giving up and only then with the blessings of God, can one 
succeed. 
 

POEM 4.1: A THING OF BEAUTY IS A JOY FOR EVER 
 
7. Write an appreciation of the poem ‘A Thing of Beauty is a Joy For Ever’ 

with the help of the following points.                             (05) 
i. Title                                 (½) 
ii. Poet                                                    (½) 
iii. Rhyme scheme                                (1) 
iv. Figures of Speech                                (1) 
v. Theme/central idea (At least 2 to 3 lines)                             (2) 
Ans:         Appreciation of the poem ‘A Thing of Beauty is a Joy for Ever’ 
The poem, ‘A Thing of Beauty is a Joy For Ever’ by John Keats is a part of the 
poem ‘Endymion’ composed just three years before he died at the young age of 25 
years.  
The rhyme scheme followed throughout in the poem is ‘aabbcc’. The figures of 
speech used to enrich the poem include Alliteration, Anti-climax, Antithesis, 
Assonance, Climax, Consonance, Epigram, Metaphor, Onomatopoeia and 
Personification. An example of Antithesis from the poem is “Such the sun, the 
moon, trees old and young” as contrasting ideas such as ‘old’ and ‘young’ are used 
in the same line to include all forms of living things on the earth. The central idea 
conveyed through the poem is that the loveliness contained in things of Beauty is 
everlasting and they enhance each moment, but will never cease to be. One can keep 
relishing its sweetness at all moments irrespective of the limits of time and space. 
The best thing about beautiful things is that they help a person relax and give 
him/her a deep sense of satisfaction, even in the toughest of times. They are like 
endless gifts that pour down like nectar from heaven and make the beholder happy. 
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POEM 4.4: THE HEIGHT OF THE RIDICULOUS 

8. Write an appreciation of the poem ‘The Height of the Ridiculous’ with the
help of the following points.    (05) 

i. Title     (½) 
ii. Poet  (½) 
iii. Rhyme scheme (1) 
iv. Figures of Speech     (1) 
v. Theme/central idea (At least 2 to 3 lines)     (2) 
Ans:  Appreciation of the poem ‘The Height of the Ridiculous’ 
The poem, ‘The Height of the Ridiculous’ by the American Poet, Oliver Wendell 
Holmes, is a funny poem composed very simply yet very artistically. This eight-
verse poem follows the rhyme scheme ‘abcb’ throughout. The figures of speech 
that beautify the poem include Alliteration, Antithesis, Assonance, Consonance, 
Hyperbole, Inversion, Metaphor, Onomatopoeia, Repetition, Synecdoche, Simile,
Tautology and Transferred Epithet. An example of Hyperbole from the poem is “I 
laughed as I would die;” as laughter of the poet on reading the poem he had 
composed is exaggerated to denote how funny the poem was. The central idea of
the poem is an irony which talks about how too much of anything can have an
inverse effect. On reading the poem, both its creator and its reader suffered in
different ways due to the ridiculous nature of the poem. In short, it ‘laughs’ at the 
laugh that the direct characters had on reading the poem.
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