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The tiger has been a part of my life for the last 23 years. I have 
studied this magnificent predator in the Tadoba Andhari Tiger 
Reserve, Maharashtra and some other best tiger jungles of India. 
I spent many sleepless nights on a machan and in ground hides 
at Tadoba, sat motionless for entire days, patiently waiting on 
a machan in 48-degree Celsius or in chill weather, and walked 
many kilometres to observe just pugmarks or to get a glimpse 
of this secretive animal. I now drive around for hours in the 
forest with a heavy camera and lens to just get a good image. I 
had many unforgettable moments in the last two decades with 
this magical animal, who not only amazed me, but the entire 
world.

    I remember my fantastic days of the past, which I spent 
in Tadoba. I started my tiger study in 1990, when Tadoba’s 
tigers were not as bold as you see them today. Traffic of two 
and three-wheeler vehicles, devotees, picnickers, villages inside 
the park, all are causes of this shyness of tigers. So it was very 
hard work to observe them for my study. But I owe thanks to 
many dedicated wildlife forest officers, rangers, forest guards, 
trackers and forest workers, who helped me in my study at 
that time. I am especially indebted to my dear friend and the 
best tracker for tigers in Tadoba, late Narayansingh Gharkele, 
whose tiger searching skills were unparalleled and those 
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memories are still with me. He passed away 12 years back, but 
I am lucky that now his son is working on the tiger, and many 
times in Moharli, I share his father’s and my precious moments 
in the wild with him.

    Watching a tiger in natural surroundings is itself a great 
joy. But very few people realize that he is a secretive animal 
and does not come out in the open whenever one wants. Lot 
of hard work, behaviour study, patience, and information of 
his habitat helped me solve this puzzle. I always enjoyed not 
only those moments when I saw a tiger in front of me, but also 
those moments when I did not see him, but was sitting on a 
machan or a tree. Such moments taught me patience. When 
the tiger was not in front of me, I always watched other wild 
animals, birds, insects, even a leaf of a tree on which a spider 
was catching his prey! This moment was equally priceless for 
me, like a tiger hunting a sambar! 

    I like the entire ecosystem and the tiger is just a small 
part of it. So I tried to study every aspect of nature and forest 
which are related to this big cat. In the beginning, I spent 
many weeks in forest rest houses or the guard’s hut at Tadoba, 
Kolsa, Khatoda gate, Dewada gate, Moharli to study tigers 
of different areas of Tadoba. Before 1995, when Tadoba 
was just a National Park, it was very difficult to find a tiger 
in the open and observe it for hours. They were very shy and 
afraid of human presence. So if I wanted to see the tiger, I sat 
on a machan or in a hide for hours. Even a slight noise was 
enough for the tiger to vanish from that place. But sometimes 
I surprisingly got great sightings and encountered some very 
daring tigers which gave me ample time to observe them. But 
that credit goes to my tracker or forest guard friends, who were 
always in search of such moments and eager to convey and 
share that news with me. Because of their special help I was 
able to get some superb tiger observations which taught me lot 
of things about the tiger’s natural behaviour.
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    I am very happy to present this book based on my 
study of the tiger. I hope you all will enjoy it as much as I 
enjoyed my wildlife watching days. Remember, nature is a gift 
to all of us and the tiger is an apex animal of our ecosystem. 
So by protecting it, we can protect ourselves and our future 
generations. 

    I would be happy to answer any questions regarding 
wildlife and the tiger, its study, behaviour, or the Tadoba 
Andhari Tiger Reserve, please feel free to call or email me.

    I am very thankful to Anand Limaye and Soniya Khare 
of Inking Innovations and all those who helped to publish this 
book in such a nice form. I also thank my brother Ashish for 
some of his best tiger images which I have used in this book. 
He is now permanently settled at Moharli, the main gate of 
the Tadoba Andhari Tiger Reserve, Maharashtra, to pursue his 
passion for wildlife.

- ATUL DHAMANKAR

Near Patel High School, Shivaji Chowk, 
Chandrapur-422 402 (Maharashtra) 
Tel- 7620792206, 9423619933
Email :- atultiger@rediffmail.com
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The word tiger evokes an image of courage and cruelty, and 
inspires awe. The presence of tigers has imparted a unique 

identity to the Indian forests. The tiger evinces avid curiosity 
and fear and has a place of pride in many a legend. Since time 
immemorial, people have been fascinated by the tiger. Tigers 
have been in India for many years now. The proof of their 
existence has been seen from time to time. The Terai forests in 
the Himalayas, the grasslands of the northeast, the deciduous 

All are in awe of the magnificent tiger who is the king of the jungle

THE ORIGINS OF 
THE TIGER
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forests of central India, the evergreen and the moist deciduous 
forests of south India—the tiger can be found everywhere. In 
the olden days, the tiger was found in nearly all the forest areas. 
With unrestrained hunting and a growing human population, 
the original forest area shrunk, resulting in a drastic decrease in 
the number of tigers in the Indian forests. At one point wildlife 
experts feared that the tiger would become extinct in India but 
some innovative projects and their excellent implementation 
gave him the required protection. Therefore, even today,  
the Indian forests are known as the best place for the tiger in 
the world.

The number of tigers in India is sixty per cent more than 
the number of tigers found in the world. India is therefore 
called ‘the land of the tigers’. But tigers did not originate here. 
Years ago, tigers were not found in India. Though one cannot 
be absolutely certain as to when the tiger came to India, he 
must have taken a long time to make India his home. His 
origins can be traced to the extreme northern lands. Traces of 
the tiger have been found in the New Siberian Islands, which 
are situated in the Arctic Circle. His origins lie deeply buried in 
this ice-covered land. 

The climate that was then prevalent in central and 
northern Asia helped nurture wildlife. Thick growth of flora 
and therefore the presence of animals like the reindeer, the 
elk and the bison in large numbers, was enough to attract 
a hunting animal like the tiger. Along with these animals, 
antelopes of many kinds were also found here. Tall grasslands 
and thick forests presented an ideal habitat for the predator 
tiger. Naturally, the tiger chose to make this place his abode 
and started living here.  Due to these reasons, central and 
north Asia are termed as the home of the tiger. Even today, 
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the tiger is found in Amurland, Korea, East Siberia, Mongolia 
and Manchuria.

All these regions had ideal living conditions for the tiger 
but there wasn’t enough land to support their growing numbers. 
They needed a new land. They started migrating to different areas 
in Asia. The Caucasus and Elburz mountains were the farthest 
point of their migration to the west. Besides Amurland, Korea and 
Manchuria, their boundaries extended from Annam, China, Siam 
and the Malaya Islands, up to Assam in India. The tigers migrated 
and spread to the south of the Java and the Sumatra Islands as 
well.  The tigers entered India through Assam and in a little while, 
spread all across the country. In the beginning, they settled in the 
forests on the slopes of the Himalayas. Later they settled on 
the Indian subcontinent. It is difficult to state when exactly the 
tigers migrated to India. But the fact that there are no tigers in  
Sri Lanka suggests that the tigers reached the southern parts 
of India very late. By the time the tigers reached the south,  
Sri Lanka had already broken away from the Indian mainland 
and formed a separate island. So the tigers could not reach there. 
The sea acted as an obstacle for the tigers to reach that land. 

Eight species of tigers existed in the world then. Rampant 
hunting, destruction of their natural habitat encroachment on 
the forestland by humans, threatened their existence. The eight 
tiger species in the world were the Siberian tiger, the Indo-
China tiger, the Javan tiger, the Bali tiger, the Caspian tiger, the 
South China tiger, the Sumatran tiger and the Bengal tiger. But 
today, many of these species are endangered. In the struggle for 
existence, only some species could survive. The Caspian tiger, 
the Javan tiger and the Bali tiger are completely extinct today. 
Though the remaining five species have survived, today, they 
are termed as endangered species. Some of them are fighting 
their last battle for survival. 
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The Siberian tiger has managed to sustain itself in Siberia, 
the land of its origin. Among tigers, the Siberian tiger is the 
biggest in size. As he lives in frozen lands, his boundaries are 
vast. But he has been hunted on a large scale and his numbers 
have dwindled tremendously. It is estimated that between 210 
and 430 Siberian tigers survive today. The South China tiger 
is almost heading towards extinction. Only about 50 of them 
are left. This tiger, which was previously found all over South 
China, is today found only in a small concentrated area. Indo-
Chinese tigers are about 1000 in number today. However, as 
their skin and other body parts have a huge demand in the east, 
there is a steep fall in their numbers as well. The Sumatran 
tigers found on the Sumatra Islands, are also less than 400 
now. They are facing extinction too. 

The Indian Bengal Tiger is the last ray of hope in the 
world of tigers. With a population close to 1700, this tiger is 
found in various forests across India. Though efforts are being 
made at the international level, increasing human population, 
its pressure on the existing forests, human encroachment, and 
poaching are responsible for the decrease in the number of 
tigers. The growing demand in the east for the organs of the tiger 
is a large threat to his existence. The Bengal tiger, which was 
previously found in all parts of India, is today concentrated in a 
few pockets. The Terai forests of the Himalayas, the grasslands 
and Terai forests at the Nepal border, the elephant grasslands 
of Assam in the northeast, Sunderbans in West Bengal and 
marshy forests found elsewhere, open grassland forests and 
Sal and deciduous forests in central India, and evergreen and 
moist deciduous forests in South India are the only places 
where the tiger can be found today. The only reason the tiger 
has survived is that these forests are connected. Today many 
forests have been declared Wildlife Sanctuaries, National Parks 
or Tiger Project areas. Hence tigers are protected and there is 
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a rise in their numbers. But the one billion population of India 
is having an adverse effect on the habitat of the tiger and his 
existence is under threat.

As many projects have been initiated for the protection of 
the tiger, there is a need to study the tiger more scientifically.  
Many have observed the tiger, studied him and noted 
important facts about his habits. But scientists have realized 
the importance of a consistent study of his habitat and other 
needs. The existence of the tigers depends on their habitat, 
their behaviour, reproduction and hunting pattern. So, if 
more research is conducted on these aspects of the tiger, 
it will provide helpful information. This information can 
then be used while planning and implementing protection 
programmes for the tiger.  Realizing this need, people 
like George Sheller, Valmik Thapar, Fateh Singh Rathore,  
Dr K. Ullhas Karanth, and Dr Raghu Chandavat continuously 
studied the tiger and recorded important facts.  This information 
is proving to be invaluable for the protection of the tigers  
in India.
An area like Telia dam in the Tadoba-Andhari Tiger Reserve is a superb habitat for tigers 
which provides them water, prey and cover to hunt.
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In the sixties, George Sheller lived in central India at 
the Kanha National Park for two years and studied the tiger. 
Valmik Thapar and Fateh Singh Rathore studied the tiger in 
the Ranthambore forests for nearly 20 years and unearthed 
many facets. They extensively observed the tiger’s feeding 
habits, his hunting technique, his family, cubs, their training, 
his territories, his struggle, and placed them before the world. 
Dr K. Ullhas Karanth, a young scientist has also scientifically 
studied the tiger. Counting the number of tiger prey, counting 
the precise number of tigers with the camera trapping method, 
using statistical analysis for the same—he first used these 
methods in the Nagarhole Wildlife Sanctuary. Now this study 
is on at Kaziranga, Ranthambore, Bhadra, Tadoba, Melghat, 
Pench and Panna. Dr Raghu Chandavat is another scientist 
who has made a valuable contribution to the study of the tiger.

Based on this hard work, today, efforts are being made 
in India to protect the tiger. This study will help unfold the 
true picture regarding the existence of the tiger. This will aid in 
formulating a sound protection plan.
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