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While creating this book, our core intent was to develop a sourcebook that would be extremely exam 
oriented and aid students to face the Board Examination confidently.  
 
History and Political Science Std. X has been prepared as per the new syllabus and latest paper pattern 
which is extremely student-centric and focuses on active learning along with making the process of 
education more enjoyable and interesting.  
We have infused the book with a series of questions titled ‘Do this’, ‘Can you tell’, ‘Let us find out’ and 
various similar titles which pave the way for robust concept building.  
Every chapter begins with a ‘Chapter at Glance’ to facilitate quick understanding of the chapter. The book 
covers all the textual content in the Question-Answer format. It also includes a host of other Objective and 
Subjective type of questions. These include paragraph based and picture based questions that help students 
to study. ‘Smart Recap’, which provides a quick revision of the key concepts of a chapter, has been included 
where deemed necessary. The chapter ends with ‘Test Your Understanding’ that stands as a testimony to 
the fact that the child has understood the chapter completely.   
We have also included a ‘Model Question Paper’, designed as per the latest paper pattern. It is a unique 
tool that equips students with self-assessment.  
We hope students find this book resourceful and love it as much as we loved creating it. 
 
The journey to create a complete book is strewn with triumphs, failures and near misses. If you think we’ve 
nearly missed something or want to applaud us for our triumphs, we’d love to hear from you.  
Please write to us at: mail@targetpublications.org 
 
From,  
Publisher 
 
Edition: First 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
   

Disclaimer 
 
This reference book is transformative work based on textual contents published by the Maharashtra State Bureau of Textbook Production and Curriculum 
Research, Pune. We the publishers are making this reference book which constitutes as fair use of textual contents which are transformed by adding and 
elaborating, with a view to simplify the same to enable the students to understand, memorize  and reproduce the same in examinations.  
This work is purely inspired upon the course work as prescribed by the Maharashtra State Bureau of Textbook Production and Curriculum Research, Pune. Every 
care has been taken in the publication of this reference book by the Authors while creating the contents. The Authors and the Publishers shall not be 
responsible for any loss or damages caused to any person on account of errors or omissions which might have crept in or disagreement of any third party on the 
point of view expressed in the reference book.   
© reserved with the Publisher for all the contents created by our Authors.  
No copyright is claimed in the textual contents which are presented as part of fair dealing with a view to provide best supplementary study material for the 
benefit of students.       

Gyan Guru (GG) 
 
We present to you our very own mascot-'GG'. GG is a student-

buddy who pops up throughout the book and draws your 
attention to important bits of knowledge also termed as 'Good 

to Know'. These 'Good to Know' sections include additional 
informational that provides context and clarity for better 

understanding of concepts. This is our initiative that helps to 
link learning with life, thereby educating the students much 

more practically. We're hopeful that you will love this initiative. 
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(History : 40 Marks, Political Science : 20 Marks, Total : 60 Marks)  

Time : 2.30 Hours                                                            
 

History 
 

Q. 
No. 

Types of Question Options Marks 
Marks with 

options 

Q.1 
A. 

Choose the correct alternative and write the complete 
statement. 

- 4 4 

B. Identify the incorrect pair and write the correct ones. - 4 4 

Q.2 
A. Complete the given concept maps. 2 out of 3 04 06 

B. Write short notes on. 2 out of 3 04 06 

Q.3 
A. Explain the statement with reasons. 2 out of 5 06 15 

B. Answer in brief. 2 out of 3 06 09 

Q.4 
Read the following passage and answer the questions 
based on it. 

- 04 04 

Q.5 Answer the questions in detail. 2 out of 3 08 12 
  Marks 40 65 

    
Political Science 

 
Q. 
No. 

Types of Question Options Marks 
Marks with 

options 

Q.6 
Choose the correct alternative and write the complete 
statement. 

- 04 04 

Q.7 
Explain whether the statement is true or false with 
reasons. 

2 out of 3 04 06 

Q.8 
A. Explain the concept / Write short notes on. 2 out of 3 04 06 

B. Do as directed / instructed. 2 out of 3 04 06 

Q.9 Answer the following questions in brief.  2 out of 4 04 08 

  Marks 20 30 
 
[Note: The above pattern is as per the Paper Pattern given in the book - cetu³eceeHeve DeejeKe[e by the Maharashtra 

State Bureau of Textbook Production and Curriculum Research, Pune.] 
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Chapter 01: Historiography: Development  
            in the West 

× 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                      

Chapter at Glance: 

Introduction 
Historical research, writing and studies are carried out with an objective of understanding the 
chronology of the past events and their interconnections. It is a continuous process. 
 
Empirical method pertains to laboratory method of experiments and observations. It helps in 
formulation of laws that remain true irrespective of the time and space. This method finds 
applicability in science research. 
On the other hand, In historical research, empirical method of observations cannot be applied. Here, 
the old and varied historical documents were examined critically.  The lettering style, the author’s 
style of writing are also examined to ascertain the authenticity. 

Traditional of Historiography 
Critically examining the historical sources and writing of critical historical narrative is known as 
‘Historiography’. The inclusion and interpretation of the history were totally dependent on the 
historians and the conceptual framework adopted by him. 

Modern Historiography 
Ancient communities passed on age old stories of life and valor to the next generation through cave 
paintings, story-telling, singing songs and ballads. These traditional means are looked as the 
sources of history in the modern historiography. 
Four main characteristics of Modern Historiography– 
i.  Based on scientific principles.  
ii. Questions are anthropocentric.  
iii. Answers are supported with reliable evidence. 
iv. With the help of past human deeds, man’s journey is presented in history. 

Development of Historiography in Europe 
 Till 18th century, Europe had achieved remarkable progress in the field of Philosophy & Science. 
Eventually, scholars began applying these scientific discoveries and methods to study the social and 
historical truths. 

 
 Gottingen University was the first University to have an independent department of History, which 
was in 1737 C.E. in Germany. 

 
 • Annales School (20th century beginning): 
  i. Started by French historians. 
  ii. Ideology: History is not only about great leaders, politics, diplomacy and wars but also 

agriculture, trade, social divisions, means of communication, etc. 
 
 • Feminist Historiography (mid 20th century): 
  i. Restructuring of the history from the perspective of women 
  ii. In historical writings after 1990, women were portrayed as an independent social class. 
  iii. Ideology: Writings of Simone de Beauvoir helped in establishing the fundamentals of feminism 

through her writing. 

Historiography: Development in the West 1 

CHAPTER 
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1. 
 

In the physical and natural sciences, ________ method is used to 
verify the available knowledge. 
(A) empirical   (B) imaginative  
(C) theoretical    (D)  abstract 

empirical 

2. The writing of critical historical narrative is known as ________ 
(A) Epigraphy   (B) Genealogy 
(C) Archaeology    (D)  Historiography 

Historiography 

3. The tradition of recording historical event can be traced back to 
________ in Mesopotamia.  
(A) Indus civilization   (B) Sumer civilization 
(C) Harappan civilization   (D) Mayan civilization 

Sumer civilization 

Name of the Philosopher Famous Books Ideology 
René Descartes (1596 - 
1650) 

Discourse on the 
method 

Never to accept anything for true till all 
grounds of doubt are excluded 

Voltaire (François-Marie 
Arouet) (1694 - 1778), 
Founder of modern 
historiography 

− Opined that along with objective truth , 
the chronology of historical events, social 
traditions, trade, economy, agriculture, are 
important. 

Georg Wilhelm Friedrich 
Hegel 
(1770 - 1831) 
German Philosopher 

- Encyclopedia of 
Philosophical 
Sciences.  

- Reason in History 

- History to be presented in a logical 
manner 

- Timeline of historical events was 
indicative of progress. 

- Presentation of history is bound to 
change over time as new evidences 
would come fourth. 

- The Dialectics method of analysis based 
on opposite. In this method theory 
proposed at the beginning – Thesis. 

- Theory which is contrary to thesis – 
Antithesis. 

- Newly proposed theory containing gist 
of thesis and antithesis – Synthesis 

Leopold von Ranké (1795 
- 1886) 

- The Theory and 
Practice of 
History 

- The Secret of 
World History 

Critical method of historical 
research.Importance laid upon the 
information gathered through original 
documents.Criticised imaginative narration of 
history. 

Karl Marx (1818 - 1883) Das Kapital  
 

- Human history is the history of class 
struggle. 

- History was not about abstract ideas 
but about living people. 

Michel Foucault (1926 - 
1984) French historian 

Archaeology of 
Knowledge 

Understanding the transitions in history. 

 

1 mark each 1-2 mins  
 

Choose the correct alternative and write the 
complete statement: 
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            in the West 

4. 
 
 

‘History’ is originally a ________ term. 
(A) French                  (B) Greek 
(C) Spanish        (D) Latin  

Greek 

5. The word ‘History’ was first used by ________ for his book entitled, 
‘The Histories’.  
(A) Karl Marx                 (B)  Voltaire 
(C) Hegel         (D) Herodotus 

Herodotus 

6. ________ insisted on verifying the reliability of historical documents 
by critically examining them. 
(A) Herodotus        (B) Rufinus of Aquileia 
(C) Francois  ̶ Marie Arouet          (D) Rene Descartes  

Rene Descartes 

*7. It may be said that ________ was the founder of modern 
historiography 
(A) Voltaire     (B) Rene Descartes 
(C) Leopold Ranke     (D) Karl Marx 

Voltaire 

8. Hegel was a ________ philosopher.  
(A) French    (B) Spanish 
(C) German    (D) English 

German 

9. The collection of Hegel’s lectures and articles is published in a book 
called ________. 
(A) Das Kapital    
(B) Encyclopedia of Philosophical Sciences 
(C) The Secret of World History   
(D)  Discourse on the Method 

Encyclopedia of 
Philosophical 

Sciences 

10. ________ is the author of the book ‘The Secret of World History’.  
(A) Voltaire    (B) Rene Descartes 
(C) Leopold von Ranke    (D) Karl Marx 

Leopold Von Ranke 

11. ________ written by Karl Marx is the most referred book all over the 
world.  
(A) Das Kapital   (B) The Republic 
(C)  The Communist Manifesto       (D) The Wealth of Nations 

Das Kapital 

12. The Annales School was started by ________ historians at the onset 
of the 20th century.  
(A) Greek    (B) French 
(C) English    (D) Dutch 

French 

13. The writings of ________, helped in establishing the fundamentals of 
feminism.  
(A) Simone de Beauvoir   (B) Virginia Wolfe 
(C) Mary Wollstonecraft   (D) Gloria Steinem 

Simone de Beauvoir 
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14. In the historical writing after 1990 women was portrayed as an 
________ social class.  
(A) dependent    (B) independent 
(C) orthodox    (D) conservative 

independent 

*15. ________ wrote the book ‘Archaeology of Knowledge. 
(A) Karl Marx     (B) Michel Foucault 
(C) Lucien Febvre   (D) Voltaire 

Michel Foucault 

16. Michel Foucault felt that explaining the ________ in history is more 
important for historical writing.  
(A) decline    (B) introduction 
(C) transitions   (D) conclusion  

transitions 

    
*1.  
 
 
 
    
A. Incorrect pair: Karl Marx  - Discourse on the method 
    Correct pair: Karl Marx  - Das Kapital 
 
2.   
            
A. Incorrect pair: Rene Descartes – Presentation of history in logical manner 
    Correct pair: Rene Descartes – Critical examination of historical documents 
 
3. 
 
  
  
 
A.  Incorrect pair: Georg Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel – The Secret of World History 
    Correct pair: Georg Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel – Reason in History /Encyclopedia of Philosophical Sciences 
4.  
 
 
 
 
 
A. Incorrect pair: Antithesis –Includes gist of both thesis and the theory contrary to thesis 
 Correct pair: Antithesis – Contrary to the thesis 

Historian Work 
i. Georg Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel a. Reason in history 
ii. Leopold von Ranke b. The Theory and Practice of History 
iii. Herodotus c. The Histories 
iv. Karl Marx d. Discourse on the Method 

 

Historian Theories 
i. Michel Foucault a. Explaining transitions in history is important 
ii. Rene Descartes b. Presentation of History in logical manner 
iii. Voltaire c. Chronology of historical events 
iv. Georg Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel d. Dialectics 

 

Historian Work 
i. Michel Foucault a. Archaeology of Knowledge 
ii. Rene Descartes b. Discourse on the Method 
iii. Karl Marx c. Das Kapital 
iv. Georg Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel d. The Secret of World History 

 

Concept Meaning 
i. Thesis a. Proposed theory at the beginning 
ii. Dialectics b. Method of analysis based on opposites 
iii. Synthesis c. Process of arriving at the new thesis 
iv. Antithesis d. Includes gist of both thesis and the theory contrary to thesis 

 

1 mark each 1-2 mins  
 

Find the incorrect pair and rewrite the correct one: 
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            in the West 

 
 
 
1. Complete the concept map. 

 i.        A.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
    

*ii.        A.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 [Note : Students can also write the names of other notable scholars like - Rene Descartes,  

 Leopold Von Ranke, Simone de Beauvoir] 
 
2.  Complete the table. 
 
 
 
 
  
A. 
 
 
  
    
 
 
1. History 
A. i. ‘History’ is originally a Greek term. Herodotus, the Greek historian of the fifth century BCE 

used it first for his book entitled, ‘The Histories’. 
 ii. Historical research, writing and studies are carried out with an objective of understanding the 

chronology of the past events and their interconnections. 
 iii. It is a continuous process. 
 iv. Writing of histories of various subjects like literature, architecture, sculpture, drawing and 

painting, music, dance, drama, films and television, etc. began from the ancient times. 

Sr. No. Historian Books 
i. Rene Descartes ________ 
ii. ________ Reason in History 
iii. ________ Das Kapital 
iv. Michel Foucault ________ 

 Sr. No. Historian Books 
i. Rene Descartes Discourse on the method 
ii. Georg Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel Reason in History 
iii. Karl Marx Das Kapital 
iv. Michel Foucault Archaeology of Knowledge 

 

Linguistics 

Methods of various 
disciplines useful in 
historical research 

Epigraphy 

Archaeology 

__________ 

__________
__________ 

Genealogy ________ 

________ Linguistics 

Methods of various 
disciplines useful in 
historical research 

Epigraphy 

Archaeology 

Genealogy Numismatics 

Manuscriptology 

Analysis of 
lettering style 

Archival  
Science 

Notable Scholars 
in Europe 

 

_______
_______ 

_______
_______ 

_______
_______ 

_______
_______ 

Georg  Wilhelm 
Friedrich  Hegel 

 

Francois-Marie 
Arouet [Voltaire] 

Notable  
Scholars in 

Europe 
 

Michel 
Foucault 

 

Karl Marx 

Complete the activity as instructed: 
 

2 marks each 3-4 mins  
 

Write short notes/ Explain the concepts: 2 marks each 4-6 mins  
 



SAMPLE
 C

ONTENT

6 

 
  

  6 

Smart Notes Std. X 
History and Political Science 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Georg Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel 
A. i.   Georg Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel was a German philosopher.  
 ii. He insisted that the historical research should be presented in a logical manner. To him the 

timeline of historical events was indicative of progress.  
 iii. He also thought that the presentation of history is bound to change over time as new evidence 

would come forth. 
 iv. With Hegel’s philosophy many scholars were convinced that historical methods were not of 

lesser quality though they differed from scientific methods. 
 v. The collection of his lectures and articles is published in a book, entitled Encyclopedia of 

Philosophical Sciences. His book, Reason in History, is well known.   
 

*3. Dialectics  
A. i.  According to Hegel, grasping the meaning of any event happens in terms of two direct 

opposites. Human mind cannot understand the true nature of any event, without understanding 
the opposites. Example: True -  False, Good -  Bad, etc.  

 ii. In order to understand the true nature of a thing, one needs to know both true and false, similarly 
good and bad. This method of analysis which is based on opposites is known as ‘Dialectics’.  

 iii. In the method of Dialectics, a theory is proposed at the beginning, which is called, ‘Thesis’. 
Then another theory is proposed which is contrary to the thesis which is called ‘Antithesis’.  

 iv. After a thorough logical discussion, anew thesis is proposed which includes the gist of both, 
the thesis and the antithesis. This process of arriving at the new thesis is called ’Synthesis’. 

 
*4. Annales School  
A. i.  At the onset of the twentieth century, a new school of historiography arose in France, known 

as ‘Annales School’.  
 ii. Annales School gave a new direction to history writing.  
 iii. It recognized history to be not only about the political events, kings, great leaders, politics, 

diplomacy and wars, but also about the climate, local people, agriculture, trade, technology, 
means of communication, social divisions and their psychology, etc. in the historical times.  

 iv. The Annales School was started by French historians. 
  
5. Michel Foucault 
A. i.  The French Historian of the twentieth century, Michel Foucault brought forth a new concept in 

historiography.  
 ii. Foucault in his book, ‘Archaeology of Knowledge’, argued that the prevailing practice of 

arranging historical events in chronological order is not right.  
 iii. He drew attention to the fact that archaeology does not strive to reach the ultimate historical 

truth but attempts to explain various transitions in the past. 
 iv. Foucault felt that explaining the transitions in history is more important. He called his method, 

‘the archaeology of knowledge’. 
 v. Foucault subjected the so far unacknowledged areas by historians such as psychological 

disorders, science of medicine, prison administration, etc. to historical analysis. 

Translation of the word ‘History’ in different 
languages 
1. Hindi – ‘itihaas’ 2. Italian – ‘storia’ 
3. Arabic – ‘alttarikh’ 4. Chinese – ‘Lìshĭ’ 
5. French ̶ ‘histoire’ 6. Latin – ‘historia’ 
 

Good to know  
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1. The tradition of recording historical events can be traced back to ancient times. 
A. i. The tradition of writing historical narrative such as historiography was not prevalent in the ancient 

societies of the world. However, that does not mean that they were not eager to know about it.  
 ii. Ancient people also felt the need of passing on the stories of the life and valor of the 

ancestors to the next generation. 
 iii. Ancient communities all over the world used various means like cave paintings, story ̶ telling, 

singing songs and ballads, etc. for this purpose.  
 iv. Thus, tradition of recording historical events can be traced back to ancient times. These 

traditional historical recordings serve as sources of history in modern historiography. 
 
 
 

*2. Historical research was driven to focus in depth on various aspects of women’s life.   
A. i. Feminist historiography refers to the restructuring of the history from the perspective of women. 
 ii. The writings of Simone de Beauvoir helped in establishing the fundamentals of feminism. 
 iii. The feminist historiography emphasized not only on the inclusion of women in history but also 

on the rethinking of the male dominated perspective of history. 
 iv. As a result, historical research was driven to focus in depth on various aspects of women’s life 

such as their employment, their role in trade union, institutions working for their causes, their 
family life, etc.  

v. In the historical writings after 1990 women were portrayed as an independent social class.  
*3. Foucault called his method, ‘the archaeology of knowledge’.  
A. i.  Foucault in his book, ‘Archaeology of Knowledge’, argued that the prevailing practice of 

arranging historical events in a chronological order is not right.  
 ii. He drew attention to the fact that archaeology does not strive to reach the ultimate historical 

truth but attempts to explain various transitions in the past. 
 iii. Thus, he subjected varied unacknowledged areas such as psychological disorders, science of 

medicine, prison administration, etc to historical analysis. 
 iv. Hence, he felt that explaining the different transitions in history as important. and called this 

method, ‘the archaeology of knowledge’. 
     
1. How do historians examine historical documents? 
A. i.  First, an expert who knows the language and script of the historical document is called upon to 

read it and understand its meaning.  
 ii. They also examine the authenticity of the document by using criteria such as lettering style, 

author’s style of writing, manufacturing date and type of paper and stamps of authority 
 iii. Such document is further scrutinized by an historian with the help of relevant historical references.   

*2. What is historiography?  
A. i.  Critically examining the historical sources and writing of historical narrative is known as 

‘Historiography’.  
 ii. A scholar who writes such a narrative is a historian. 
 iii. The inclusion and interpretation of historical events by the historian depends on the conceptual 

framework adopted by him. 
 iv. The traditional means of historiography were looked upon as the sources of history in the 

modern historiography. 

Explain the statements with reasons: 3 marks each 5-7 mins  
 

Answer in brief: 3 marks each 5-7 mins  
 

Glossary: Ballad - A song or poem that tells a story. 
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3. What determines a Historian’s style of writing historiography? 
A. i. A historian critically examines the historical sources while writing the historical narrative.  
 ii. While writing the historical narrative, he interprets and includes only those historical events, 

which fit in the conceptual framework adopted by him. This means that every past event is 
not included by him. 

 iii. For e.g. A historian studying the history of Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj will also study about 
the other rulers of that period, but will write history from the point of view of Chhatrapati 
Shivaji Maharaj. 

 Such conceptual framework and the events selected by the historian determine his style of writing 
historiography. 

 
*4. What did Rene Descartes insisted upon?  
A. i.  Rene Descartes was one of the scholars that contributed to the field of historiography.  
 ii. He was among the foremost scholars who insisted on verifying the reliability of historical 

documents by critically examining them. 
 iii. He wrote the book ‘Discourse on the method’ which elaborated on the rules of research. 
 iv. Among the many rules, the rule ‘Never to accept anything for true till all grounds of doubt are 

excluded’ had a great impact on the scientific method of research.  
 

*5. Why is Voltaire said to be the founder of modern historiography?  
A. i.  Voltaire was a French historian.  
 ii. Voltaire opined (opinion) that along with objective truth and chronology of historical events 

considering social traditions, trade, economy, agriculture, etc. was also equally important in 
historiography.  

 iii. It gave rise to the thought that understanding all aspects of human life is important for 
history writing.  

 Thus, Voltaire is said to be the founder of modern historiography. 
   
 
1. Feminist historiography means the restructuring of the history from the perspective of women. The 

writings of Simone de Beauvoir, helped in establishing the fundamentals of feminism. She was 
French. The feminist historiography emphasised not only on the inclusion of women in history but 
also on the rethinking of the male dominated perspective of history. It drove historical research to 
focus in depth on various aspects of women’s life such as their employment, their role in trade 
union, institutions working for their cause, their family life, etc. In the historical writings after 
1990 women were portrayed as an independent social class. 

i. What is feminist historiography?   
A. Feminist historiography means the restructuring of the history from the perspective of women. 
 
ii. What does feminist historiography emphasise on?   
A. The feminist historiography emphasizes not only on the inclusion of women in history but also on 

the rethinking of the male dominated perspective of history. 

4 marks  10-12 mins  
 

Read the paragraph and answer the questions based on it: 
 
 

One of the known Indian historians during Mughal empire was ‘Abd al Qadir 
Bada ‘ uni [1540  ̶ 1605]. He translated ‘Ramayana’ and ‘Mahabharata’ to 
Persian language. His famous work is ‘Muntakhab  ̶  ut  ̶  Tawarikh’ , it’s 
about the history of Mughal empire. Other notable Indian historians are 
Ram Sharan Sharma, Bipin Chandra, Romila Thapar, etc. 

Good to know  
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iii. In your opinion, state the significance of feminist historiography.  
A. Feminist Historiography is very significant from the purview of establishing a social independent 

class of women. Issues like employment of women, treatment meted out to them at their 
workplace, their right to political equality, etc. were addressed by in many writings of feminist 
literature of post-independence era. The writings of Simone de Beauvoir also helped in establishing 
the fundamentals of the feminism. Feminist Historiography emphasised not only on the inclusion 
of women in history but also on the rethinking of the male dominated perspective of history. It 
drove historical research to focus in depth on various aspects of women’s life. 

 
2. We have learnt about the historical research method, critically examining the historical sources and 

writing the historical narrative. The writing of critical historical narrative is known as 
‘Historiography’. A scholor who writes such a narrative is a historian.  

 The historian cannot include every past event in his narrative. The inclusion and interpretation of 
historical events by the historian often depends on the conceptual framework adopted by him. His 
style of writing is determined by that conceptual framework.  

 The tradition of writing historical narrative, that is historiography, was not prevalent in the ancient 
societies of the world. However, that does not mean that they were not aware of the historical time 
or were not eager to know about it. Ancient people also felt the need of passing on the stories of 
the life and valour of the ancestors to the next generation. Ancient communities all over the world 
used various means like cave paintings, story-telling, singing songs and ballads, etc. for this purpose. 
These traditional means are looked upon as the sources of history in the modern historiography. 

i. What do you mean by historiography?  
A. The writing of historical narrative after critically examining the historical sources is known as 

historiography.  
ii. On what does the inclusion of historical events by a historian depend? 
A. The inclusion and interpretation of historical events by a historian depends on the conceptual 

framework adopted by him.   
iii. Do you think the ancient people recorded historical events? 
A. Yes, I think the ancient people recorded historical events because- 
 a. Although the ancient people did not write historical narrative, they were aware of the historical 

time as they felt the need of passing on the stories of the life and valour of the ancestors to 
the next generation. 

 b. The ancient communities all over the world used various means like cave paintings, singing 
songs and ballads, story-telling, etc. for recording historical events. 

     
1. Differentiate between physical and natural sciences and history. 
A. 

 Physical and natural science History 
i. Method of research 

 

In physical and natural science, 
laboratory method of experiments and 
observation is used i.e. empirical method. 

In historical research, empirical method is not 
used. But, methods of various disciplines such 
as archaeology, archives, numismatics, 
genealogy is used in history 

ii. Establishment and testing of laws 
 The laws of physical and natural science 

can be established, tested and proved 
repeatedly. 

The laws of history cannot be established or 
tested. Since, we were not present in the 
historical time and space and the historical 
events cannot be recreated. 

4 marks each 10-12 mins  
 

Answer the questions in detail:  
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iii. Experiments and observation 
 It is easy to perform experiments in 

physical and natural sciences. 
It is difficult to experiment or observe 
historical events as these events cannot be 
recreated. 

iv. Relevance to time and space 
 In physical and natural sciences laws can 

be established that remains true 
irrespective of time and space. 

In history it is not possible to establish laws 
that remain true irrespective of time and 
space. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
2. Discuss writing of historical narrative under historical research method. 
A. Under  historical research method, writing of historical narrative is carried out in the  following  manner:  
 i. Before writing a historical narrative, critical examination of various sources of history is 

undertaken. 
 ii. Then, relevant references of the available historical information is examined. 
 iii. Followed by, collection of historical information, highlighting of processes that lead to historical 

transitions and comparative analysis of information is carried out.  
 iv. References regarding time and space of the given historical events followed by various 

conceptual frameworks used by historians in historical research method is obtained.  
 v. Relevant questions in view of the historical references is formulated.  
 vi. Lastly, the hypothesis is formulated.  
 

 
  
 Historical Research Method:  Writing of historical narrative 

 
 
 
 
 
     

 
 
 
  

Smart Recap: 

Methods Application 
1. Archaeology Study of physical remains of people, 

artifacts, utensils, toys. etc. 
2. Archives Storing of historical documents 
3. Manuscriptology Study of handwritten documents 
4. Epigraphy Study of written inscriptions on rocks 
5. Linguistics Study of a language 
6. Numismatics Study of coins 
7. Genealogy Study of a family generation tree or 

parentage or lineage. 
 

Good to know  

Some of the methods of other discipline useful in historical research are: 

Critical examination of 
various sources of history 

Collecting historical information, 
highlighting the processes that 
lead to historical transitions, 

carrying out comparative analysis 

Formulating relevant 
questions in view of the 

historical references 
 

Formulating hypothesis 
 

Examining relevant 
references of the available 

historical information 
method. 

 

Understanding the references 
regarding time and space of the 
given historical events and also 
various conceptual  frameworks  

used in historical research 
method. 
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Chapter 01: Historiography: Development  
            in the West 

*3. What are the four characteristics of modern historiography?  
A. Critical examination of historical sources and writing the historical narrative is known as 

historiography. Traditional means such as ballads, cave paintings, story-telling etc. were looked 
upon as the sources of history in modern historiography. Following are the four main 
characteristics of modern historiography: 

 i. The method used for historiography is based on scientific principles. It begins with the 
formation of relevant questions. 

 ii. These questions are anthropocentric. It means that these questions are about deeds of the 
members of ancient human societies of a particular period. Further, history does not suggest 
any interrelation between the divine and human deeds. In short, history does not believe in 
miracles. 

 iii. Answers to these questions are supported by reliable evidence. 
 iv. History presents a graph of mankind’s journey with the help of past human deeds. 
 
    
4. Discuss about the perspective of history and historiography in Europe till 18th century. 
A. i. Till the eighteenth century CE, Europe had achieved a remarkable progress in the fields of 

philosophy and science.  
 ii. Scholars by then had come to believe in the possibility of studying the social and historical 

truths by applying scientific methods.  
 iii. The philosophical discussions focused more and more on the objectivity in history and 

historiography. 
 iv. Prior to eighteenth century, every European universities were interested only in the 

philosophical discourses revolving around Divine phenomena.  
 v. However, gradually this scenario began to change. In 1737 CE, the Gottingen University was 

founded in Germany. This university for the first time had an independent department of history.  
 vi. Later, other German universities also become centres of historical studies. 
 

*5. Explain Leopold von Ranke’s perspective of history?  
A. i.  Historiography of the 19th century was greatly influenced by the thoughts of Leopold von Ranke 

of Berlin University. 
 ii. He spoke about the critical method of historical research.  
 iii. He put emphasis on gathering information through original documents.  
 iv. He also stated that all types of documents associated with historical event need to be 

examined with greatest care. He believed that with this method it was possible to reach the 
historical truth.  

 v. He criticized imaginative narration of history. 
 vi. Collection of his articles is published in two books, entitled ‘The Theory and Practice of 

history’ and ‘The Secret of World History.’ 
 

*6. Explain Karl Marx’s ‘Class theory’.  
A. i. In the latter half of the nineteenth century, a new school of thought arose keeping in view the 

new thesis formulated by Karl Marx. 
 ii. According to Karl Marx, history was not about abstract ideas, it was about living people. 
 iii. Human relationships are shaped by the fundamental needs of people and the ownership as well 

as nature of prevalent means of production to meet those needs.  
 iv. The accessibility of these means to different strata of the society may not be equal. This 

inequality causes a division of the society into classes, leading to class struggle. 
 v. According to Marx, human history is the history of class struggle, as the class that owns the 

means of production economically exploits the rest of the class. 

Glossary: Anthropocentric - The belief that human is the core entity of whole existence of universe.   
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*7. What is feminist historiography?  
A. i.  Feminist historiography means the restructuring of the history from the perspective of women. 
 ii. The feminist historiography emphasised not only on the inclusion of women in history but also 

on the rethinking of the male dominated perspective of history. 
 iii. It drove historical research to focus in depth on various aspects of women’s life such as their 

employment, their role in trade union, institutions working for their causes, their family life, 
etc.  

 iv. The writings of Simone de Beauvoir helped in establishing the fundamentals of feminism. 
 v. In the historical writings, after 1990 women were portrayed as an independent social class. 
  
 
 
 Chronological change in perspective of study of history. 

Historian 
/School of history 

Time span Opinion about study of history 

1. René Descartes 1596  ̶ 1650 • Critical examination of historical documents 
• Famous book – ‘Discourse on the Method’ 
• ‘Never to accept anything for true till all grounds of 

doubt are excluded’. 
2. Voltaire [François 

̶Marie Arouet] 
1694  ̶ 1778 • Understanding all aspects of human life like traditions, 

trade, agriculture, art, etc. 
• Founder of modern historiography 

3. Georg Wilhelm 
Friedrich Hegel 

1770  ̶ 1831 • History should be presented in a logical manner 
• Famous book – ‘Encyclopedia of Philosophical Sciences’, 

‘Reason in History’. 
• Emphasized on study of two direct opposites. 

4. Leopold von 
Ranke 

1795  ̶ 1886 • Emphasized on study of history through original 
historical documents  

• Criticized imaginative narration of history 
• Famous books – ‘The Theory and Practice of History’ 

and ‘The Secret of World History’ 
5. Karl Marx 1818  ̶ 1883 • Human history is the history of class struggle 

• Society is dominated fundamental needs of people and 
ownership of means of production; it causes inequality 

• Famous book – ‘Das Kapital’ 
6. Annales School                                   Beginning of 

20th century 
• History is not only about politics or diplomacy but it also 

includes social features of society like agriculture, 
climate, trade, means of communication, etc. 

7. Feminist 
Historiography 

Mid of                         
20th century 

• Restructuring of the history from the perspective of 
women. 

8. Michel Foucault 1926  ̶ 1984 • Understanding the transitions in history 
• Famous book – ‘Archaeology of Knowledge’ 

 

Smart Recap: 
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Observe the given picture and write the information about inscription with the help of given points.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
i. Period of the inscription   ii. Pictures on it 
iii. Records on inscription   iv. Present location of the inscription 
 
A. i.  The illustration shows the fragment of the earlier inscription of Sumer civilization in 

Mesopotamia which dates back to 4500 B.C.E. 
 ii.  On it, one can observe a forward marching file of soldiers holding shields and spears. The 

general is in the front. 
 iii. This inscription records a battle fought between two kingdoms. 
 iv. It is now displayed at the Louvre museum in France. 
 
 
 
                                                    

Students’ own response: 

  Observe the picture and Answer:  
 

*Project 
Obtain detailed information on your favourite subject and write its history. For example: 
1. History of Pen  
2. History of printing technology  
3. History of Computers 
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TEST YOUR UNDERSTANDING 
 
Time: 1 hour                        Total marks: 20 marks 
 
Q1. (A) Choose the correct alternative and write the complete statement:       (2 marks) 
 i. ________ wrote the book ‘Archaeology of Knowledge.’ 
  (A)  Karl Marx   (B)  Michel Foucault 
  (C)  Lucien Febvre   (D)  Voltaire 
 
 ii.  It may be said that ________ was the founder of modern historiography. 
   (A) Voltaire     (B) Rene Descartes 
  (C) Leopold Ranke    (D) Karl Marx 
 
Q1. (B) Find the incorrect pair and rewrite the correct one:        (2 marks) 
 i. 

 Historian Theories 
1. Michel Foucault a. Explaining transitions in history is important 
2. Rene Descartes b. Presentation of History in logical manner 
3. Voltaire c. Chronology of historical events 
4. Georg Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel d. Dialectics 

  
 ii. 

Historian Work 
1. Georg Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel a. Reason in history 
2. Leopold von Ranke b. The Theory and Practice of History 
3. Herodotus c. The Histories 
4. Karl Marx d. Discourse on the Method 

 
Q2. (A) Complete the activity as instructed:           (4 marks) 
 i.  Complete the concept map.  
               
 ii.  Complete the table. 
 

Sr. No. Historian Books 
1. Rene Descartes ________ 
2. ________ Reason in History 
3. ________ Das Kapital 
4. ________ Archaeology of Knowledge 

 
 

Notable Scholars 
in Europe 

 

_______
_______ 

_______
_______ 

_______
_______ 

_______
_______ 
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Q2. (B) Short notes: (Anyone)            (2 marks) 
 i. Annales school 
 ii. Dialectics 
 
Q3. (A) Explain the following with reason: (Any one)         (3 marks) 
 i. Historical research was driven to focus in depth on various aspects of women’s life. 
 ii. Voltaire is called as the Founder of Modern Historiography. 
 
Q3. (B) Answer the following in brief: (Any one)           (3 marks) 
 i. What did Rene Descartes insist upon? 
 ii. What are the four characteristics of modern historiography? 
 
Q4. Answer the following in detail: (Any one)          (4 marks) 
 i. What is feminist historiography? 

 ii. Explain Leopold von Ranke’s perspective of history. 
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