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Love for nature takes roots in the early years of our life, as we 
grow up to understand complex environmental issues. 

The two of us, one with pulse of how children think and the other 
dealing with young adults, formed an instant intellectual bond that 
has resulted in this book, perhaps ̀ The first book of environmental 
science’ for children. Both of us enjoyed converting our thoughts 
into text and verse, to prepare a mixed bag, hopefully attractive. 
One of us, researched and prepared the content (Katie) which 
forms the spine of the book, while the other (Medha) added a 
poetic flavor for fun. We freely exchanged and accepted each 
other’s literary quirks with a special poem added by Katie (guess 
which ?) and the book gelled!

Our families and friends have taken kindly to this endeavour with 
Sanober (Katie’s daughter) designing the cover pages! Thanks a 
million to them. Mr. Anand Limaye, a gentle and wonderful person, 
along with his creative team has seen the book through. A warm 
acknowledgement of their kindness!

The book hopes to open up the young minds to the beauty of nature, 
so simply laid out in our everyday life. So read on and enjoy!

Katie and Medha

Preface
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26/The Zoo Around You

A Zoo in the  
Banyan Tree

One morning I woke up with the lark 
Mum and Dad took me to the park. 
I was drawn to a huge Banyan tree, 
Which had roots hanging from its canopy. 
Up and down, up and down 
I swung, pretending to be a monkey.

‘Tuk, tuk, tuk’, said a strange bird. 
Its red, green, yellow feathers looked absurd. 
This bird which looked like a clown 
Was making a hole perfectly round 
And calling with a metallic sound. 
“Coppersmith,” said Dad, with a thoughtful frown.

A Bulbul above me sang melodiously, 
Cherishing the Banyan’s red berries 
With its black crest cocked up comically. 
Hopping about the branches of the tree 
It gladdened our hearts to share its glee 
Of the joy it nurtured from the Banyan tree.
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The Zoo Around You/27

A Zoo in the  
Banyan Tree

In a hollow of the Banyan, guess what? 
A heart-faced owl was snoring somewhat! 
I jumped with delight when I saw its face white. 
Barn Owls snore and screech, they don’t hoot. 
I think that makes them really cute.

On the Banyan’s large trunk sitting quite still 
Was yet another creature that gave me a thrill. 
Darting its long tongue in and out 
Was a lizard licking its triangular snout, 
After gobbling down a bug fat and round.

Insects, birds and reptiles too 
Living together without much ado 
They are all part of the Banyan’s zoo!

All Things Bright and Beautiful
Why do birds love to visit the banyan tree? It is because of  
the many red figs that grow on the tree. Also, the banyan tree 
has many branches and leaves among which the birds and other 
creatures feel safe.
The Coppersmith bird likes to spend its time making holes 
in the softer parts of the tree, to lay its eggs, just like a 
woodpecker.
As for the Barn Owls, few of us are lucky to have seen them. 
This is because they sleep in their holes in the day and come 
out at night to hunt for mice. You may not always get to see 
them but if you listen carefully, you may get to hear them 
screech or snore. The Barn Owls look like angels with their 
white feathers and heart-shaped faces.
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