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PREFACE
In the case of good books, the point is not how many of them you can get through, but rather how many can get
through to you.
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‘Std. VIII: English Balbharati’ is a complete and thorough guide critically analysed and extensively drafted to
simplify learning and boost the student’s confidence. This book facilitates learning by segregating each chapter
into different extracts based upon the pattern followed by Maharashtra State Bureau of Textbook Production and
Curriculum Research, Pune.
A glossary containing meanings of all the difficult and uncommon words is provided at the beginning of each
chapter. Paraphrases of the poems and Summaries of the lessons are provided for quick understanding along
with answers to all the textual questions. We’ve presented students with an exhaustive practice of Grammar and
Vocabulary in this book, which is present in every Extract as well as in the form of Word Play and Language Study
towards the end of the book. We’re sure this additional practice would enhance the language skills of the students
manifold.
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The book also covers a separate section on Unseen Passages. A dedicated section on Grammar with
explanation of concepts has been made available to build a strong language base for the students. A separate
section on Writing Skills has been provided in addition to the Writing Activities covered in the chapters, so as
to facilitate a thorough understanding of the topics.
We hope students find this book purposeful and enjoy using it as much as we enjoyed making it.
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Note: Students can refer the Grammar and Language Study Section since the inception of the academic year. This
would help them to get a grip on Grammar and fortify their language base.
The journey to create a complete book is strewn with triumphs, failures, and near misses. If you think we’ve nearly
missed something or want to applaud us for our triumphs, we’d love to hear from you.
Please write to us at: mail@targetpublications.org
A book affects eternity; one can never tell where its influence stops.
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Best of luck to all the aspirants!

From,
Publisher
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Edition: Second

Disclaimer

This reference book is transformative work based on ‘Std. VIII English Balbharati; First Edition: 2018’ published by the Maharashtra State Bureau of Textbook Production
and Curriculum Research, Pune. We the publishers are making this reference book which constitutes as fair use of textual contents which are transformed by adding and
elaborating, with a view to simplify the same to enable the students to understand, memorize and reproduce the same in examinations.

This work is purely inspired upon the course work as prescribed by the Maharashtra State Bureau of Textbook Production and Curriculum Research, Pune. Every care has
been taken in the publication of this reference book by the Authors while creating the contents. The Authors and the Publishers shall not be responsible for any loss or
damages caused to any person on account of errors or omissions which might have crept in or disagreement of any third party on the point of view expressed in the reference
book.
© reserved with the Publisher for all the contents created by our Authors.
No copyright is claimed in the textual contents which are presented as part of fair dealing with a view to provide best supplementary study material for the benefit of
students.

No.

TOPIC NAME

Page No.

UNIT ONE
A Time To Believe
Dick Whittington and his Cat
The Pilgrim
Revathi’s Musical Plants

1
6
15
21

2.1
2.2
2.3
2.4
2.5

Vocation
Nature Created Man and Woman as Equals
The Worm
Three Visions for India
The Happy Prince

TE
N
T

1.1
1.2
1.3
1.4

UNIT TWO

28
34
43
48
55

The Plate of Gold
The Kite Festival
The Last Leaf
Leisure

C
O

3.1
3.2
3.3
3.4

N

UNIT THREE

64
73
81
90

UNIT FOUR

The Vet
Revolutionary Steps in Surgery
The Bees
Ramanujan
A Battle to Baffle

PL
E

4.1
4.2
4.3
4.4
4.5

UNSEEN PASSAGES
GRAMMAR

Parts of Speech
Pronouns
Finite and Non-finite Verbs
Prefix and Suffix
Modal Auxiliary
Subject and Predicate
Punctuations
Phrases and Clauses
Types of Sentences I
Types of Sentences II
Transformation of Sentences
Active and Passive Voice
Wh-questions
Question Tag
Infinitives, Gerunds and Participles
Tenses
Direct and Indirect Speech
Figures of Speech
Degrees of Comparison

SA

M

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19

95
104
111
117
124
133
138
140
142
144
145
146
148
150
153
155
157
159
161
162
163
165
168
170
173

LANGUAGE STUDY
Word Play I
Word Play II
Language Study I
Language Study II

174
177
179
181

WRITING SKILLS

C
O

Note: Textual questions are represented by * mark.

M

PL
E

Modified textual questions are represented by  mark.

SA

183
186
189
192
194
197
201
204
207
210
214
216

TE
N
T

Expansion of Theme
Note-making
Summary and Paraphrase Writing
Paragraph Writing
Speech Writing
Letter Writing
Report Writing
Personal Diary and Biographical Experiences
Questionnaire for Interview
Book Review
Email and Message Writing
Creative Writing

N

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12

Revathi’s Musical Plants

Meaning
showed praise by clapping
greatly surprised
surety
persuaded
sad; disappointed
discourage
immersed; completely occupied in
rear end
had no limits; very strong

C
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pale purple colour
an important task undertaken
an occurrence
told someone they have done
something wrong
make fun of
seemed very strange

PL
E

Word
applauded (v)
astonished (v)
certainty (n)
convinced (v)
dejected (v)
deter (v)
engrossed (v)
in the far end of
(phrase)
knew no bounds
(phrase)
mauve (n)
mission (n)
phenomenon (n)
pulled
up
(phrase)
ridicule (v)
struck her as odd
(phrase)
stunned (v)
stunted (v)
surmise (n)

astonished and amazed
slowed down or stopped growth
an idea that is thought to be true
without having any proof
to move quickly through one’s
mind
to decide

M

to flash across
one’s
mind
(phrase)
to make up one’s
mind (phrase)
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Things to Remember

balsam (n)

raga ‘Mohanam’

story, Revathi, her balsam plants and music. The
lesson begins by introducing Revathi, who was a
student of music. Each day, she would sit on a cement
bench in her courtyard, to play music on her violin.
While playing the instrument, she happened to notice
a pot of stunted balsam plants with pale leaves. She
then placed these plants in the middle of the courtyard
in the sun, so that they would start growing normally.
While shifting the plants, she decided to participate in
the ‘Best Plant’ contest in her colony. One day, as she
practised and played her favourite tune, the ‘raga
Mohanam’ she noticed that the plants started to turn
towards her. Though unsure at first, she was gradually
convinced that the plants did turn towards her the
moment she played the tune. She kept this secret to
herself. The plants were now starting to grow healthier
and began to flower. The night before the competition,
Revathi went to bed dreaming about her plants. The
next morning, to her surprise, the plants were nowhere
in sight. On asking her mother, she realised that the
previous day, their neighbour was snooping around
their courtyard. Though Revathi was dejected, her
friends forced her to attend the prize distribution
ceremony of the contest. On going there, Revathi
realised that the same pot and her plants were
displayed with her neighbour’s name as the
competitor. Revathi brought this to the notice of the
organisers, but they were not convinced because the
neighbour was a regular competitor in the contest. To
convince the organisers, Revathi got her violin and
started to play ‘raga Mohanam’. As if mesmerised by
the music, her balsam plants turned towards her and
reached out to her. The organisers who saw this
miracle were convinced at once and reprimanded the
neighbour. They declared Revathi the winner of the
contest. Revathi went home happily with the prize and
her potted plants.
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Glossary

N

1.4

a herbaceous plant cultivated
for its pink or purple flowers
It is a very pleasing and
enchanting raga in Carnatic
Music that has a pleasing and
soothing effect on the listener.

Summary
The lesson, ‘Revathi’s Musical Plants’ is based on the
unique relationship of the central character of the

Warming Up!
*1.

Discuss in groups and share your answers
with the class.

i.

Can you name the famous musician in
Emperor Akbar’s court, who could perform
miracles, when he sang different Ragas?
Ans: Miyan Tansen was the famous musician in
Emperor Akbar’s court, who could perform
miracles, when he sang different Ragas.
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iii.

What impact does music have on human
beings?
Ans: Music has the following impact on human
beings:
a.
It reduces stress and tension.
b.
Helps people recover faster after an operation.
c.
Reduces the anxiety of elderly people.
d.
It is found to change the emotions and comfort
teenagers, when they are tense.
e.
It relaxes people suffering from mental illnesses.
Do you think music can have an impact on
animals, birds and even plants?
Ans: Yes, music does have an impact on animals,
birds and even plants in the following manner:
a.
Depending on the type of music, an animal
can be aggravated or be made to calm down.
b.
Music may help in the growth or stunt the
growth of plants.

i.
ii.
iii.
iv.
v.
vi.
Ans:
i.
ii.
iii.
iv.
v.
vi.

Say whether the following sentences are
Affirmative or Negative ones.
We must avoid hurting others.
She didn’t offer me any help.
Never give up hopes.
You must keep away from bad company.
There is nothing in the bag.
Entry is prohibited, without permission.
Affirmative sentence
Negative sentence
Negative sentence
Affirmative sentence
Negative sentence
Affirmative sentence

[Note: While
interchanging
Negative
and
Affirmative sentence, the meaning and tense
must not change.]
You must use Negative words in the sentence, while
converting from Affirmative to Negative.
You may use words like hardly / fail to / refuse /
reject / avoid / prohibit / without / ban, etc. while
changing Negative sentences to Affirmative.

C
O

iv.

*3.
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What miracles could he perform with his
music?
Ans: Legends say that Miyan Tansen could perform
the following miracles with his music:
a.
He could light all the diyas of Emperor
Akbar’s palace by singing the raga Deepak.
b.
He could make it rain by singing the raga
Megh Malhar.
c.
He could communicate with animals through
his music.

N

ii.

i.
ii.

Read the sentences below and spot the
difference in their framing:
a.
I could not complete the work.
b.
I failed to complete the work.
a.
There is no sense in what you say.
b.
There is hardly any sense in what you
say.
a.
He said he wouldn’t go.
b.
He refused to go.

M

iii.

Affirmative and Negative sentences
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*2.
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You will observe that sentences marked ‘a’
and ‘b’ convey the same meaning. But in all
sentences marked ‘a’ there are negative
words (no, not, wouldn’t) whereas the ones
marked ‘b’ do not have them.
Negative words are those that convey negative
meaning.
For example: never, no, neither, nor, not,
cannot, don’t, isn’t, nothing, etc.
If a sentence contains Negative words, it is
called a Negative Sentence.
If a sentence does not contain any Negative
word, it is called an Affirmative Sentence.
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Summative Assessment

[Note: Some Wh-questions in the text have been
modified to suit the activity based format
and are marked with a  symbol.]

Extract I
Read the extract from line 1 to 60 on page 17
and 18 of your textbook and answer the
following questions.
[“Revathi was a ………….......
…………....... to the courtyard.”]
A1.

Simple Factual

1.
i.
ii.

Name the following.
The central character of this story.
The musical instrument that Revathi played in
her free time.
The name of the plants, in the courtyard, that
were stunted.
The contest Revathi participated in.
Revathi’s favourite raga.

iii.

iv.
v.
Ans:
i.
Revathi
iii.
balsam
v.
raga Mohanam

ii.
iv.

The violin
‘Best plant’
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*5.

1.

Complete the following sentences based on
the extract.
At first Revathi’s plants did not look normal
and healthy because _______.
Revathi changed the pot’s location because
_______.
The plants responded to Revathi’s favourite
tune by_______.
When Revathi played her favourite raga, the
plants began to move because ______.
Revathi decided to keep her new knowledge a
secret because _______.

*i.
ii.
iii.

*iv.
v.

What strange thing did Revathi notice
about the potted plants?
Ans: The strange thing that Revathi noticed about
the potted plants was that even though there
was no breeze, the plants were moving their
stems, bending slightly towards her while she
was playing on her violin.
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*2.

What did Revathi discover about her
balsam plants?
Ans: Revathi discovered that her stunted balsam
plants moved towards her whenever she
played raga Mohanam.

M

*3.

6.

Revathi was confident that she would
definitely win the prize for the best plant.
Give reasons.
Ans: A few days before the prize distribution,
Revathi observed that her potted plants were
taller and healthier than other balsam plants.
They had also started flowering a few days
earlier than the other plants and the flowers
were big and brightly coloured. One of the
plants had unusual flowers that were mauve in
colour with white stripes. These were the
reasons which gave her confidence she was
confident that she would definitely get the
prize for the best plant.
A3.

Vocabulary

1.

Write the synonyms for the following from
the extract.
dwarfed
ii.
stunned
dearest
iv.
routine

C
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Ans:
i.
they had pale green leaves and their growth
was stunted
ii.
she remembered having learnt in the lower
classes that plants need light for normal
growth
iii.
moving towards her
iv.
they liked listening to the tune which she was
playing on her violin
v.
she wanted to surprise everyone by winning
the ‘Best plant’ contest

How did the plants react to the fast
rhythmic music?
Ans: When Revathi played the fast rhythmic music,
the plants moved away from her as if they did
not like what she was playing.
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Complex Factual

N

A2.

How did Revathi confirm her new
discovery?
Ans: Revathi confirmed her new discovery that her
plants loved to hear her favourite tune in the
following way:
i.
She noticed that the stunted balsam plants
moved towards her whenever she played raga
Mohanam.
ii.
To confirm this, she played a different tune,
one with a quick rhythm and to her surprise
she saw the plants moving away from her as
though they did not like what she was playing.
iii.
When Revathi played raga Mohanam one
more time, they once again bent towards her.

SA

*4.

i.
iii.
Ans:
i.
stunted
iii.
favourite

*2.

ii.
iv.

astonished
usual

Use the following expressions to make
sentences of your own.
make up one’s mind
struck as odd
to surmise

i.
ii.
iii.
Ans:
i.
Bharat made up his mind to work sincerely
from that very moment.
ii.
It struck as odd to her that the doors of her
house were unlocked.
iii.
Without even listening to what Ritesh had to
say, the teacher surmised that he was a thief.
A4.

Grammar

1.
i.

Do as Directed:
a.
happy
b.
quick
(Write the Comparative and Superlative
forms of the given words)

Ans:
a.
happier  Comparative
happiest  Superlative
b.
quicker  Comparative
quickest  Superlative

23



Std. VIII: English Balbharati
She kept the knowledge a secret.
(Change the Voice)
Ans: The knowledge was kept a secret by her.
iii.

They all bent towards her.
(Rewrite as a Negative sentence)
Ans: None of them bent away from her.

Complex Factual

1.

Complete the following sentences based on
the extract.
Revathi’s grief knew no bounds because
_______.
The organisers refused to believe that
Revathi’s plants were music lovers because
_______.
Revathi was confident of proving her
ownership of her pot of plants because
______.
No one suspected that the neighbour had
stolen the plants because _______.
Revathi won the prize for the ‘Best Plant’
contest because _______.

*i.
ii.

iv.

A5.

Open-ended / Personal Response

Describe an experience where you anxiously
searched for something you had lost.
Ans: During my final exam, I decided to use the pen
my father had gifted me. I wrote my papers
with it and felt very happy and satisfied that I
had done well. When I returned home after the
last paper, I realised the pen was missing from
my pouch. I looked for it frantically, but
couldn’t find it anywhere. Later in the evening,
my little sister came to my room to return it.
She said she had borrowed it for a while to
complete her project. Instead of being angry
with her, I thanked her for returning the pen to
me.

iv.

*v.

Ans:
i.
the plants who enjoyed her music were
missing from her courtyard
ii.
they had never heard of plants enjoying music
iii.
she was sure they would respond to raga
Mohanam
iv.
she was a regular participant of the ‘Best
Plant’ contest
v.
she was able to prove to the organisers that the
balsam plants truly belonged to her

C
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1.

*iii.

N

She looked to see if someone had moved the
pot.
(Identify whether the given sentence is
Simple, Complex or Compound)
Ans: Complex sentence

A2.
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ii.
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Extract II
I

Read the extract from line 61 to 126 on page
18, 19 and 20 of your textbook and answer the
following questions.
[“Revathi’s grief knew no ………….......
…………....... her pot of plants.”]
Simple Factual

M

A1.

Arrange the following events in the
chronological order.
i.
A distant neighbour had stolen Revathi’s
balsam plant.
ii.
The organisers did not believe Revathi.
iii.
Revathi was dejected.
iv.
Revathi was declared the winner of the ‘Best
plant’ contest.
v.
Revathi’s friends forced her to attend the prize
distribution ceremony of the contest.
vi.
Revathi played raga Mohanam and her plants
bent towards her.
Ans: v, i, ii, iii, vi, iv

SA

1.

24

*2

What shock did Revathi receive on the
prize distribution day?
Ans: On the prize distribution day, Revathi was
shocked when she saw that a distant neighbour
had entered the contest by using Revathi’s
plants.

*3.

How did Revathi plan to convince the
organisers that the plants were hers?
Ans: Revathi planned to convince the organisers
that the plants were hers by sitting near them,
playing raga Mohanam on her violin and
showing the organisers how her plants
responded to her music.

*4.

How did Revathi prove to the organisers of
the competition, that the plants truly
belonged to her?
Ans: In order to prove to the organisers of the
competition that the plants truly belonged to
her, Revathi sat near her plants and started
playing raga Mohananam on her violin. The
more she got engrossed and played the tune,
the more her plants started bending towards
her as though wanting to touch her in their
happiness. This convinced the organisers that
the plants truly belonged to her.
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Vocabulary

1.

Use the following words / phrases to make
meaningful sentences.
knew no bounds
competitor
convinced
flash across one’s mind
ridicule
not to deter
dejected

What helped Revathi to claim her plants 
her belief in magic or the belief in her
convictions? Explain your choice.
Ans: Revathi’s music and her efforts in keeping the
stunted balsam plants healthy, helped in
forming a unique bond of friendship between
them. When her plants were stolen, Revathi
was dejected and felt worse for the loss of her
plants as opposed to not being able to win a
prize. But she had a firm belief that the plants
too responded to her favourite music. This
belief helped her claim her plants back from
the neighbour who had stolen it.

*1.

Language Study
*1.

A word chain consists of words of a certain
category that begin with the letter that the
previous word has ended with.
Complete the word chain adding Four Nouns
from the text.
Music – courtyard – d_______, ________,
_______, _______

Grammar

M

A4.
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*i.
ii.
iii.
*iv.
v.
*vi.
vii.
Ans:
i.
My grandmother’s happiness knew no bounds
when we went to visit her in the village this
summer.
ii.
Winning against a strong competitor gives
great satisfaction to the winner.
iii.
The teacher was convinced that Rahul had
been lying about his illness.
iv.
When Binoy lied, his mother’s face flashed
across his mind as she had always taught him
to speak the truth.
v.
Shalini was ridiculed by her friends for asking
questions in the class.
vi.
Our soldiers are trained not to deter from their
position
even
under
the
toughest
circumstances.
vii. Very often children feel dejected when they
are not given what they ask for.

Open-ended / Personal Response
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A3.

A5.

N

5.
What is the happy ending of the story?
Ans: The neighbour admitted that the plants
belonged to Revathi; the organisers accepted
that plants too enjoy music and that they truly
belonged to Revathi. They gave her the first
prize at the contest and Revathi carried her
prize as well as her plants home.

Do as Directed:
She had grown very fond of them.
(Add a Question Tag)
Ans: She had grown very fond of them, hadn’t she?

SA

1.
i.

ii.

She did not want to attend.
(Pick out the Infinitive from the sentence)
Ans: to attend – Infinitive
iii.

They asked her, “Do plants have ears like us
to enjoy your music?”
(Rewrite the sentence in Indirect Speech)
Ans: They asked her if plants had ears like them to
enjoy her music.

Ans: Music – courtyard – days, secret, tune,
evening

*2.

i.
iii.
v.
vii.
ix.
Ans:
i.
iii.
v.
vii.
ix.
*3.

Add the appropriate Prefix to make the
following words opposite in meaning.
continue
ii.
possible
certain
iv.
definite
believe
vi.
important
place
viii. known
regular
discontinue
uncertain
disbelieve
misplace
irregular

ii.
iv.
vi.
viii.

impossible
indefinite
unimportant
unknown

Types of sentences
Study the following sentences.

Set (A)
i.
Revathi was a student of music.
ii.
The flowers were big and brightly coloured,
indeed.
iii.
They were requested to believe her.
All the above sentences are statements or assertions,
and called Assertive or Declarative sentences.
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Set (C)
i.
Please believe me.
ii.
Let us watch the fun.
iii.
Sit straight.
iv.
Excuse me.
In Set (C) the sentences are requests, appeals,
commands, suggestions, etc. Such sentences are
called Imperative sentences.
Set (D)
i.
How big and bright the flowers were!
ii.
What a surprise!
iii.
Ah, what beautiful music that is!
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Identify the type of sentences:
How happily she played the violin!
They all bent towards her.
Don’t play that quick tune.
She kept the knowledge a secret.
How can plants enjoy music?
How proudly did Revathi carry home her prize!
What could have taken my plants?
The organisers were not convinced.
Exclamatory sentence
Assertive sentence
Imperative sentence
Assertive sentence
Interrogative sentence
Exclamatory sentence
Interrogative sentence
Assertive sentence

M

4.
i.
ii.
iii.
iv.
v.
vi.
vii.
viii.
Ans:
i.
ii.
iii.
iv.
v.
vi.
vii.
viii.

Make the following Negative using the
negative words given.
There were a few potted plants in the
courtyard. (not many)
They looked healthier than the other plants.
(not as healthy as)
She refused to share her secret. (would not)
She went around asking everyone about her
plants. (No one / did not)

SA

*5.
i.

ii.

iii.
iv.

Ans:
i.
There were not many potted plants in the
courtyard.
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*6.

Make the following Affirmative by using
the words given below.
There was no breeze. (hardly)
Their ridicule did not deter her. (failed to)
Her mother knew nothing about it. (denied)
She did not give up. (refuse to)

i.
ii.
iii.
iv.
Ans:
i.
ii.
iii.
iv.

There was hardly any breeze.
Their ridicule failed to deter her.
He mother denied knowing anything about it.
She refused to give up.

Oral Test
1.

If you were Revathi’s neighbour, would you
have told the truth?

2.

Describe Revathi’s personality in your own
words.
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Set (D) had sentences that express strong feelings.
They are called Exclamatory sentences.

Other plants did not look as healthy as them.
She would not share her secret.
There was no one she did not go around
asking about her plants.
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The above sentences in Set (B) are Questions. They
are called Interrogative sentences.

ii.
iii.
iv.

N

Set (B)
i.
Wasn’t Revathi a student of music?
ii.
How can we doubt her?
iii.
Do plants have ears?

3.

If you were Revathi, how would you try to
prove that the plants were yours?

Formative Assessment

Oral Work
1.

If you had balsam plants in your own garden,
describe how you would take care of your
plants to ensure they were healthy. Discuss
different opinions in a group with your
classmates.

Activities
Writing
*1.

i.
ii.
iii.
iv.
v.
vi.

Imagine there is a ‘Best Plant’ Competition
in the locality / colony where you live.
Frame a Notice about the same in the form
of an attractive poster. Cover the following
points.
Name of the organisation
Name of the Contest
Day, date, Venue
Who can participate?
Prizes
Contact details for further enquiry
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also show you the plant and its beautiful
mauve flowers. Mother is very happy too.

Ans:

Take care. Bye for now!

announce
for all the residents of Amar Park
Society on the
5th of June, 2019
(World Environment Day)
from
9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
at the Shreerang Auditorium
First Prize – ` 5000 in cash
Second Prize – ` 4000 in cash
Third Prize – ` 3000 in cash
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i.
ii.
iii.

N

Win attractive prizes!
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With love,
Revathi

For queries, contact 
i.
Ms. Rekha Rawool (98632xxxxx)
ii.
Mr. S. G. Pandit (99687xxxxx)

Imagine that Revathi’s father is abroad, on
business and she wishes to convey the news
of her prize-winning plants. Draft an email
for the above subject.
(Use an email format.)

M

*2.
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Bring the potted plant
for the contest, with
your
name
and
address labelled on it.

Ans:

the

‘Best Plant’

SA

Subject: I have won
Competition!

Dearest Father,

I couldn’t wait to share with you the amazing
experience that I had this afternoon! Like you
always say, one’s self-belief, determination
and hard work helps one succeed. How very
true! I experienced this today. Your teachings
and blessings have fetched me the first prize in
the ‘Best Plant’ competition! When you come
home next week, I will show you the
certificate and the prize money I won. I will
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