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In the end, it will be the young, the writers, singers, dancers, 
dreamers, philosophers, artists, thinkers, teachers, mothers… 
and poets who will change the world for the better. 

Not the armies. Not the politicians. Not the businessmen, nor 
the ‘realists’ who often fall into the trap of believing their 
self-propagated myths, convinced that they are more powerful, 
smarter and kinder than nature itself.

I have known Katie Bagli for years now and admire her grit, her 
inexhaustible zest for life, her positivity and her steely resolve. 
That she chooses to share her dreams with us through poetry 
is the strongest imaginable statement of self-confidence. So 
few people know what Katie knows… that you never lose until 
you give up. And that all those who assuage their own inertial by 
rationalizing why they cannot do more, take courage from the 
Katie Baglis of the world who live the advice of His Holiness the 
Dalai Lama “It is your duty to be happy every day of your life.”

As is inevitably the case with poetry, each one of us who reads 
a poem will respond differently to this or that ‘offering’. 
Veneration, respect, love and the joy of nature shines through 
each line Katie has painstakingly written. Children should be 
reading such poems, so they are able to reconnect with nature… 
so they understand that the system works… and that they are 
unlikely to find a more generous, reliable and straight-talking 
friend than nature itself.

Dive into this Garden of Eden not just to share Katie’s love, but 
to learn about such things as silk cotton trees, honey badgers, 
spiders, and tigers “Black stripes on orange, gliding with such 
grace,” and desert foxes under a silvery moon.

Foreword
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On behalf of over one million Kids for Tigers many of whom Katie 
has personally escorted through the wonderful world of nature… 
thank you, Katie, for reminding us of the beauty all around us and 
how lucky we are to be alive.

Bittu Sahgal
Sanctuary Nature Foundation

Sanctuary Asia
Editor
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The male Baya Weaver Bird would not rest,
Trying hard to impress his female friend.
He had just completed his sixth attempt

At weaving a nest for her to lay eggs.

Drawing her attention by flapping his wings
Through the long entrance tunnel he led her in.

So that she could minutely inspect
His great achievement, the woven nest.

The Best Nest
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The tunnel led into several rooms
Decorated with petals and glowworms too.
At last the pretty miss nodded her head,

She liked this house, it was the best.

And soon she began to lay her eggs.
The male, having gifted her with a home,
Was now scot free, to be able to roam

And make new friends and another home.

But once the eggs hatched
Her endless duties began.

All day she had to search for food
To feed her ever-hungry brood.

One day while the chicks slept
Mother Baya decided to rest.

So she sat on an adjacent bough.
Just then she heard a hissing sound.
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A snake was making its way up a tree
Straight towards the nest of woven reeds.

Mother Baya looked on nonchalantly,
Not a feather did she stir, most unperturbed.

This seemed to be a perplexing puzzle.
The snake slithered and entered the tunnel.

The chicks were agitated, very afraid,
They could sense the presence of the snake.

Wonder of wonders, the tunnel got constricted
As the weight of the snake began to pull it

Making it impossible for him to enter in.
The serpent turned tail and crept away

Leaving the chicks to see the light of day.

And Mama Baya joyfully sang away
“You need not fear my babies dear

Papa has diligently made for all of you
A perfect home that is even snake-proof.”
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