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In the case of good books, the point is not how many of them you can get through, but rather how many can 
get through to you. 
‘Std. VIII: My English Book’ is a complete and thorough guide critically analysed and extensively drafted 
to simplify learning and boost the student’s confidence. This book facilitates learning by segregating each 
chapter into different extracts based upon the pattern followed by Maharashtra State Bureau of Textbook 
Production and Curriculum Research, Pune. 
Every chapter in the book begins with a Glossary that contains meanings of difficult and uncommon words in 
English as well as Marathi. It is followed by Paraphrases of the poems and Summaries of the chapters in 
English as well as Marathi for quick and easy understanding. The ‘Activities’ section of all the chapters and 
poems contain a ‘Reading’ or a ‘Speaking’ activity, so as to enable the students to develop a speech pattern 
and understand the pronunciation of different words.  
We’ve presented students with an exhaustive practice of Grammar and Vocabulary in this book, which is 
present in every Extract as well as in the form of Word Play and Language Study towards the end of the book. 
We’re sure this additional practice would enhance the language skills of the students manifold.  
The book also covers a separate section on Unseen Passages, Grammar as well as Writing Skills. The section 
on writing skills is in addition to the Writing Activities provided in the chapters, so as to facilitate a thorough 
understanding of the topics. The section on Skill Development towards the end of the book includes the topics 
‘Live English’ and ‘Translation’, which helps the students to build their knowledge base and refine their 
language skills.  
 
We hope students find this book well-suited to their requirement and enjoy using it as much as we enjoyed 
making it. 
 
Note:  Students can refer to the Grammar, Word Play and Language Study Section since the inception of the 

academic year. This would help them to get a grip on Grammar and fortify their language base. 
  
The journey to create a complete book is strewn with triumphs, failures, and near misses. If you think we’ve 
nearly missed something or want to applaud us for our triumphs, we’d love to hear from you. 
Please write to us at: mail@targetpublications.org 
 
A book affects eternity; one can never tell where its influence stops. 
 
 

Best of luck to all the aspirants! 
  
From,  
Publisher 
 
Edition: Second 
 
       
 

Disclaimer 
 
This reference book is transformative work based on ‘My English Book; First Edition: 2018’ published by the Maharashtra State Bureau of Textbook Production and 
Curriculum Research, Pune. We the publishers are making this reference book which constitutes as fair use of textual contents which are transformed by adding and 
elaborating, with a view to simplify the same to enable the students to understand, memorize  and reproduce the same in examinations. 
 
This work is purely inspired upon the course work as prescribed by the Maharashtra State Bureau of Textbook Production and Curriculum Research, Pune. Every care has 
been taken in the publication of this reference book by the Authors while creating the contents. The Authors and the Publishers shall not be responsible for any loss or 
damages caused to any person on account of errors or omissions which might have crept in or disagreement of any third party on the point of view expressed in the reference 
book.  
 
© reserved with the Publisher for all the contents created by our Authors. 
 
No copyright is claimed in the textual contents which are presented as part of fair dealing with a view to provide best supplementary study material for the benefit of 
students.    

PREFACE 
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 Word Play II 170 
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 Language Study II 176 

 WRITING SKILLS   
1 Essay Writing 178 

2 Expansion of Idea 181 

3 Note-making 183 

4 Letter Writing 188 

5 Report Writing 194 
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Word Meaning 
amazes (v) surprises (DeeM®e³e&®eefkeÀle nesCes) 
amplification 
(n) 

focus on a statement (SKeeoîee 
efJeOeevee®eer ceO³eJeleea keÀuHevee) 

carve an idea create or establish an idea (³egkeÌleer 
keÀjCes) 

dedication (n) complete devotion and loyalty 
towards someone or something 
(meceHe&Ce) 

destroyed (v) completely shattered and 
damaged (GodOJemle keÀjCes) 

develop a soft 
corner for 
someone 

to give someone a special place 
in the heart (SKeeoîeeuee Ëo³eeceO³es 
mLeeve osCes / SKeeoîeeefJe<e³eer ceveele 
nUJee keÀesHeje efvecee&Ce nesCes) 

distinctly (adv) clearly (mHe<ìHeCes) 
eagerness (n) keen interest in knowing or 

doing something (GlkebÀþe) 
earnest (adj) sincere (KejsHeCee) 
emphasise (v) stress upon (®³eeJej Yej osCes) 
encounter (v) meet unexpectedly (De®eevekeÀ 

meceesjemeceesj Yesì nesCes) 
forbids (v) disallows (ceveeF& keÀjCes) 
grateful (adj) thankful (ke=Àle%e) 
heart-rending 
(adj) 

causing great sorrow (DeefleJe 
og:Kee®es keÀejCe) 

intimacy (n) close relationship (peJeUerkeÀ) 
intrude (v) come to a place where one is 

uninvited (yeesueJeu³eeefMeJee³e peeCes, 
SKeeoîee efþkeÀeCeer DeeieblegkeÀHeCes peeCes) 

literally (adv) actually; in a literal sense 
(De#ejMe:) 

noble (adj) have high moral principles 
(veweflekeÀcetu³e) 

not shaken their 
spirit 

not reduced their eagerness to 
do something (Oew³e& [UceUerle kesÀues 
veener, SKeeoer iees<ì keÀjC³ee®eer Tceea 
ve<ì kesÀueer veener)  

peeping (v) looking at something quickly 
(®eìkeÀve [eskeÀeJeCes) 

resemble (v) have a similar appearance (meec³e 
DemeCes, meejKesHeCee DemeCes) 

reveal (v) show; make known (ceenerle keÀjCes, 
ÒekeÀì keÀjCes) 

satisfy (v) fulfil the need or desire (F®íeHetleea 
keÀjCes, meceeOeeve keÀjCes) 

starve (v) suffer due to extreme hunger 
(GHeemeceej nesCes) 

subtle (adj) difficult to find out (met#ce, 
MeesOeC³eeme keÀþerCe Demes) 

‘The Two Gentlemen of Verona’ is a story written by 
A. J. Cronin and this chapter is a book review of the 
story. It is about the undying spirit of two young 
boys, who do their best to ensure that their sister is 
treated for tuberculosis. The story starts with the 
narrator meeting the boys while he is travelling down 
the foothills of the Alps. On seeing that the boys are 
selling wild strawberries, the narrator purchases the 
biggest basket from them. This exchange marks the 
beginning of a close relationship that the narrator 
would develop with the boys later. The next day, the 
narrator is surprised to see that the boys are shining 
shoes instead of selling strawberries. That is when 
the boys tell him that they take up different jobs to 
earn money. The narrator then develops a soft corner 
for them and finds them to be innocent, serious, 
pleasant and earnest. The boys prove to be quite 
useful to the narrator as they help him with 
everything that he requires. One stormy night, the 

tuberculosis of 
the spine 

an infectious disease which 
affects the spine, causing the 
person to suffer from back pain, 
weight loss and deformity of 
the spine (ceCekeÌ³ee®ee #e³ejesie) 

Verona a city in Italy (FìueerceOeerue SkeÀ 
Menj) 

Glossary

Summary 

Things to Remember 

The Two Gentlemen of Verona3.4 
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narrator also finds the boys selling newspapers. 
Later, when the narrator asks the boys if he could 
help them in some way, the boys ask the narrator to 
give them a lift to a nearby village called Poleta. The 
narrator takes the boys to Poleta even though the 
village is not on the way of his journey. When the 
boys get down outside a building, they ask the 
narrator to wait for them in a cafe as they would be 
back in an hour. However, the narrator’s curiosity 
leads him to follow the boys into the building, which 
was a hospital. The narrator sees the boys talking to a 
girl who looks like them. As he does not wish to 
disturb them, he asks the nurse about the boys. The 
nurse tells him that the boys lost their father in the 
war and that the war also destroyed their home. As 
their sister suffers from tuberculosis, the boys live in 
a shelter and starve themselves to keep paying for 
their sister’s treatment. After hearing the story, the 
narrator admires the boys as they didn’t let the war 
shake their spirit and finds the boys to be noble, 
gentle and great human beings. The story ends by 
stating the proverb that, “Where there is a will, there 
is a way’. 
 

‘The Two Gentlemen of Verona’ ner keÀLee Des.pes. ¬eÀesefveve 
³eebveer efueefnueer Demetve ³ee HeeþeceO³es ³ee keÀLes®es Hejer#eCe ceeb[ues Deens.  
#e³ejesieecegUs Heeref[le Demeuesu³ee yeefnCeer®³ee GHe®eejebmeeþer  Òe³elveeb®eer 
HejekeÀe<þe keÀjCeeN³ee oesve ³egJekeÀeb®³ee DeefJeveeMeer DeMee ÒesjCes®eer ner 
keÀLee Deens.  
DeeuHme HeJe&lee®³ee Hee³eL³eeMeer Demeuesu³ee ìskeÀ[îeebkeÀ[s ÒeJeeme keÀjle 
Demeleevee efveJesokeÀe®eer (keÀLee meebieCeejer J³ekeÌleer) oesve ueneve 
cegueebMeer Yesì nesles. ÒeLece Yesìer®³ee JesUer efveJesokeÀeuee ner oesve cegues 
pebieueer mì^e@yesjer efJekeÀleevee efomeleele, lesJne efveJesokeÀ l³eeb®³eekeÀ[tve 
mì^e@yesjer®eer SkeÀ ceesþer ìesHeueer efJekeÀle Ieslees. ³ee osJeeCeIesJeeCeerletve 
efveJesokeÀ Je leer cegues ³eeb®³eeleerue ¢{ mvesnyebOeeb®eer meg©Jeele nesles. 
ogmeN³ee efoJeMeer efveJesokeÀeuee Deeou³ee efoJeMeer mì^e@yesjer efJekeÀCeejer leer 
cegues yegìebvee Hee@efueMe keÀjleevee efomeleele. Hewmes keÀceJeC³eemeeþer DeeHeCe 
efJeefJeOe keÀeces keÀjle Demeu³ee®es leer cegues efveJesokeÀeuee meebieleele. 
l³eeveblej efveJesokeÀe®³ee ceveele l³eeb®³eeefJe<e³eer menevegYetleer efvecee&Ce nesles.
leer cegues efvejeieme, efJe®eejer, Deeveboer DeeefCe ÒeeceeefCekeÀ Demeu³ee®es
efveJesokeÀeuee peeCeJeles. efveJesokeÀe®³ee iejpes®³ee meJe& iees<ìer HegjJetve ner
cegues l³eeuee KetHe GHe³eesieer He[leele. SkeÀe JeeoUer mebO³eekeÀeUer
uesKekeÀeuee leer cegues Je=lleHe$e efJekeÀleevee Dee{Uleele. SkesÀ efoJeMeer
efveJesokeÀ l³ee cegueebvee `ceer legcnebuee keÀMeeÒekeÀejs ceole keÀª
MekeÀlees?' Demes efJe®eejlees. ³eeJej leer cegues efveJesokeÀeuee l³eebvee Heesuesìe
³ee Mespeej®³ee ieeJeeHe³e¥le mees[C³eeme meebieleele. Heesuesìe ns ieeJe

efveJesokeÀe®³ee ÒeJeemee®³ee jml³eeJej vemetvener lees cegueebvee lesLes 
mees[e³euee le³eej neslees. Heesuesìe ieeJeeleerue SkeÀe FceejleerHeeMeer leer 
cegues efveJesokeÀe®³ee iee[erletve Glejleele DeeefCe l³eeuee SkeÀe ke@ÀHesÀceO³es 
Leebyee³euee meebietve DeeHeCe SkeÀe leemeele HejleCeej Demeu³ee®es 
meebieleele. ner cegues vekeÌkeÀer keÀesþs peele Deensle ³eeyeeyele efveJesokeÀeuee 
kegÀletnue Jeeìles. l³eecegUs, lees l³eeb®³ee ceeies ceeies peelees. p³ee 
Fceejleerle cegues efMejleele leer SkeÀe ©iCeeue³ee®eer Fceejle Demeles. lesLes 
efveJesokeÀeuee leer cegues SkeÀe l³eeb®³ee meejK³ee®e efomeCeeN³ee cegueerMeer 
yeesueleevee efomeleele. lees l³eeb®³ee yeesueC³eele J³el³e³e DeeCet Fef®íle 
veener. l³eecegUs, ©iCeeue³eeleerue SkeÀe Heefj®eeefjkesÀkeÀ[s (veme&) lees l³ee 
cegueebyeeyele ®eewkeÀMeer keÀjlees. SkeÀe ³egodOeeceO³es ³ee cegueeb®es Je[erue 
ce=l³egcetKeer He[ues. ³ee ³egodOeele l³eeb®es Iejner GodOJemle Peeues. meO³ee 
ner cegues SkeÀe DeeÞe³eie=nele jentve #e³ejesieeves Heeref[le Demeuesu³ee 
DeeHeu³ee yeefnCeer®³ee GHe®eejeb®ee Ke®e& YeeieJeC³eemeeþer mJele: 
DeOe&Heesìer jentve Òe®eb[ keÀ<ì keÀjle Deensle. DeMeer ceeefnleer 
Heefj®eeefjkeÀe efveJesokeÀeuee osles. l³eeb®eer ner Ëo³eêeJekeÀ keÀLee SsketÀve 
SJe{îee keÀþerCe HeefjefmLeleerlener ³ee cegueebveer oeKeJeuesu³ee Demeeceev³e 
Oew³ee&ves efveJesokeÀ YeejeJetve peelees. meJe&mJe ieceeJeCeejs Yeer<eCe ³egodOe l³ee 
cegueebceOeerue mHetÀleeaÒesjCee [UceUerle keÀª MekeÀues veener. ³ee keÀþerCe 
Òemebieeletve nesjHeUtve efveIeeu³eeveblejner cegues SkeÀ meg%e, efJevece´ DeeefCe 
ceneve J³ekeÌleer cnCetve Ie[ueer. `pesLes F®íe Demesue lesLes ceeie& efomesue,' 
³ee cnCeerves ³ee Heeþe®ee MesJeì keÀjC³eele Deeuee Deens. 

*1. What is your favourite pastime?
Ans: My favourite pastime is to compose poetry.
 

*2. Do you read books for entertainment?
Ans: Yes, I do read books for entertainment. I like

books that keep the reader engaged with a lot 
of plot twists. 

*3. What is your favourite story / poem / book?
Ans: My favourite poem is ‘The Twins’ by Henry

Sambrooke Leigh. 

[Note: The above answers are for reference. 
Students are expected to attempt the above 
activity on their own.] 

*4. What role do books play in the lives of great
people?

Ans: Books have a lot of influence on the lives of
great people. They provide them with 
knowledge, better sense of judgement and 
enrich their vocabulary in the process.  

Warming Up!

Chit - Chat 

Heeþe®ee Heefj®e³e 
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*5. How can we decide if a story is average /
good / excellent?

Ans: A story contains elements such as the theme,
the plot, the setting, the characters, the story 
structure, and the style in which the story is 
written. One can decide whether a story is 
average, good or excellent by checking 
whether all these elements are present in the 
story in the proper order and whether they 
make the story an interesting read.    

A book review is an analysis of a newly published 
book, by an expert, who expresses his / her opinion 
about the contents, style and merit. 
Book reviews are published in newspapers, 
magazines, and are also available online. 

*1. Make suitable groups in the class. Decide upon
a favourite book or story and write a book 
review of it by using the following details.  

i. Name of the story / book
ii. Writer
iii. Some information about the writer
iv. Background or setting
v. Main characters
vi. Central idea / Summary of contents
vii. Style and language used
viii. Illustrations (if any)
ix. Strong (positive) aspects
x. Drawbacks
xi. Conclusion
Ans:
i. Name of the story / book:

The Jungle Book

ii. Writer:
Rudyard Kipling

iii. Some information about the writer:
Rudyard Kipling was an English journalist,
short story writer, poet and novelist, born in
Mumbai in 1865. One of the most popular
writers in the late nineteenth and early
twentieth century, he was the first English
writer to receive the Nobel Prize for Literature
in 1907 at the age of 42.

iv. Background or setting:
The story of ‘The Jungle Book’ is set in a
forest called Seeonee, located in Madhya
Pradesh, India.

v. Main characters:
Mowgli (the young jungle boy), Akela,
Bagheera, Baloo, Shere Khan, Bandar-log,
Kaa, Hathi, Rikki-Tikki-Tavi.

vi. Central idea / Summary of contents:
The story is about an abandoned boy in the
jungle, who was raised by a pack of wolves
and taught the ‘Laws of the Jungle’. The
theme centres on the idea of freedom, survival,
obedience, discipline and knowing one’s place
in a society away from civilization.

vii. Style and language used:
The author uses the narrative style of writing.
He presents the story from the main character
Mowgli’s point of view. The vocabulary used
in the book has a lot of words from Indian
languages. Since children are the target
audience for the book, the author uses simple
language in order to connect with the readers.

viii. Illustrations (if any):
The book has a lot of illustrations that are used to
introduce characters and show important plot
points.

ix. Strong (positive) aspects:
The author tries to convey strong morals through
the story that helps the children understand their
importance and practise them in their lives. The
way that animals speak the language used by
humans helps the children to connect with them.
The book conveys messages that one should
learn to adjust to one’s surroundings, one should
not be afraid to try new things and that one
should face one’s fears.

x. Drawbacks:
Kipling fast-forwards the story in the first
chapter itself to establish the conflict between
Mowgli and Shere Khan. The first chapter could
have been more interesting if it focused more on
Mowgli’s education in the jungle.

xi. Conclusion:
The book makes for a great read for children of
all ages as it comprises of a variety of themes.
The plot is unique and the story is thoroughly
interesting. All in all, the book does complete
justice to its name and the premise.

[Note: Some Wh-questions in the text have been 
modified to suit the activity-based format 
and are marked with a  symbol.] 

Let’s Begin 



SAMPLE
 C

ONTENT

86 

 

  

Std. VIII: My English Book 



86

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
A1.  Simple Factual 
 
1. Name the following: 
i. The name of the two boys in the story. 

ii. The illness from which the boys’ sister suffers. 
iii. The fruit that the boys were selling. 
iv. The place where the boys were shining shoes. 
Ans: 
i. Nicola and Jacopo 
ii. Tuberculosis of the spine 
iii. Wild strawberries 
iv. Public square 
 
2. Fill in the following web-diagram by stating 

the qualities of the boys as observed by the 
narrator. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ans:  
i. Innocent ii. Serious 
iii. Pleasant iv. Earnest 
 
A2.  Complex Factual 
 
1. Complete the following sentences based on 

the extract: 
*i. Cronin’s story focuses on _______. 
ii. The narrator meets the brothers when _______. 
*iii. The narrator _______ to encourage the two 

brothers. 
*iv. The narrator develops a liking for the two 

brothers because they are _______. 
Ans:  
i. the determination of two young boys trying to 

pay for the treatment of their sister who 
suffers from tuberculosis of the spine 

ii. he was driving down the foothills of the Alps 
and the boys were selling wild strawberries 

iii. buys wild strawberries 
iv. doing numerous kinds of things to earn money 

and are innocent, serious, pleasant as well as 
earnest 

2. Arrange the following events in the 
chronological order. 

i. The narrator develops a soft corner for the boys. 
ii. The narrator finds the boys shining shoes. 
iii. The narrator is driving down the foothills of 

the Alps. 
iv. The boys reveal that they do numerous kinds 

of things to earn money. 
v. The narrator buys a big basket of wild 

strawberries from the boys. 
Ans: iii, v, ii, iv, i   

*3. What surprised the narrator, when he saw 
the brothers, the second time? 

Ans:  
i. When the narrator saw the brothers for the 

second time, he was surprised to see that they 
were shining shoes. 

ii. He was surprised because just the day before 
he had seen them sell wild strawberries and 
thought they only picked and sold fruits for a 
living.  

A3.  Vocabulary 
 
1. Write the synonyms for the following from 

the extract. 
i. closeness ii. surprise 
iii. disclose iv. pure 
Ans:  
i. intimacy ii. amaze 
iii. reveal  iv. innocent   
2. Write the antonyms for the following from 

the extract. 
i. selfish ii. permit 
iii. smallest iv. conceal 
Ans:  
i. selfless ii. forbid 
iii. biggest iv. reveal  
A4.  Grammar  
1. Do as Directed:  
i. He buys the biggest basket and drives towards 

the town. 
(Identify the type of sentence) 

Ans: Compound Sentence  
ii. This amazes the narrator. 

(Identify the Subject and the Predicate) 
Ans: This  Subject 
 amazes the narrator  Predicate  
iii. The narrator is shown to develop a soft corner 

for them in his heart. 
(Identify whether the underlined part of the 

sentence is a Phrase or a Clause) 
Ans: in his heart  Phrase 

Extract IExtract I 

Read the extract from line 1 to 20 on page 70 
of your textbook and answer the following 
questions. 
[“A.J. Cronin has………….......  

……………. pleasant and earnest.”] 

Qualities of the 
boys as observed 
by the narrator 
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iv. He finds them to be innocent, serious, pleasant
and earnest.

(Rewrite the sentence in 
Simple Future Tense) 

Ans: He will find them to be innocent, serious, 
pleasant and earnest. 

*2. Write the noun form of the following:
i. important ii. dedicate
iii. treat iv. narrate
v. appear
Ans:
i. importance ii. dedication
iii. treatment iv. narration
v. appearance 
A5.  Open-ended / Personal Response 
 
1. Describe an incident where you have seen

someone display the kind of courage that
Nicola and Jacopo display in this story.

Ans: There used to be a homeless man in our 
locality, who would sit on the footpath across 
the main road. He was old and had no strength 
to take up a job. He had a granddaughter who 
was about 10 years old. I would often see the 
girl take care of her grandfather during the day 
and stay up all night to study. The girl would 
collect plastic bottles as well as tin cans and 
sell them to make money. She never begged 
for money. She took care of her grandfather 
right until his last breath. Her strength, 
courage and determination did not let her give 
in to her circumstances. Today, she is on her 
way to become a doctor and care for people, 
just like she cared for her grandfather. She is 
an epic example of someone who displayed 
courage in the time of adversity. 

A1. Simple Factual 

1. Fill in the blanks with appropriate words
from the extract.

i. The narrator finds the boys selling _______
one stormy night.

ii. The boys ask the narrator to wait in a _______.
iii. The boys go inside a building which is

actually a _______.

iv. The _______ tells the heart-rending story of
the boys to the narrator.

v. The boys’ _______ was killed in the war.
vi. The brothers live in a _______.
vii. The boys are _______, _______ and _______

human beings.
Ans:  
i. newspapers ii. cafe
iii. hospital iv. nurse
v. father vi. shelter
vii. noble, gentle and great 
 
A2. Complex Factual 

*1. Complete the following sentences based on
the extract: 

i. The boys wish to visit the village Poleta to
_______.

ii. So, one can conclude from the story that
‘_______’ which means ‘_______’.

Ans: 
i. meet their sister in the hospital
ii. ‘Where there is will, there is a way’, ‘Nothing

is impossible if one has the determination to
do it.’

*2. How does the narrator help the two
brothers, one day?

Ans: One day, the narrator helps the boys by giving
them a lift to the nearby village of Poleta. 

3. The boys asked the narrator to wait in the
cafe instead of asking him to come with
them. Give reasons.

Ans: Nicola and Jacopo might have asked the narrator 
to wait in the cafe for the following reasons: 

i. They must have thought that if they asked the
narrator to come with them to the hospital, he
might sympathise with them and try to offer
them some financial help.

ii. As they were self-respecting boys, they would
not have liked that.
 

*4. What was the touching story told by the
nurse?

Ans: At the hospital, the narrator saw the boys talking
to a girl who resembled them. As he did not 
want to disturb them, he asks the nurse about the 
boys. The nurse tells him the following: 

i. The boys’ father was killed in the war.
ii. Their home was also destroyed in the war.
iii. Their sister was suffering from tuberculosis.
iv. The boys live in a shelter.
v. They starve themselves to pay for their sister’s

treatment.

Extract II 

Read the extract from line 21 to 47 on page 70 
and 71 of your textbook and answer the 
following questions. 
[“The boys are………….......  

……………. there’s a way’.”] 
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*5. What secret about the brothers, does the 
nurse tell the narrator? 

[Note: Refer A2 Q.4 (iv) (v) from Extract II for this 
answer.] 

 
*6. What did the narrator find about the boys 

at the hospital? 
[Note: Refer A2 Q.4 from Extract II for this answer.] 
 

*7. Explain the proverb: 
 ‘Where there is a will, there’s a way.’ 
Ans:  
i. The proverb means that once we put our heart 

and soul into achieving something, we will 
find a way to achieve it, no matter what. 

ii. If we have the will to pursue what we want to, 
nothing can stop us. 

   
A3.  Vocabulary 
 
1. Write the synonyms for the following from 

the extract. 
i. thankful ii. virtuous 
iii. unique iv. correct 
Ans: 
i. grateful ii. noble 
iii. special iv. true  
 
2. Write the antonyms for the following from 

the extract. 
i. useless ii. faraway 
iii. peace  iv. brutal 
Ans: 
i. useful  ii. nearby 
iii. war  iv. gentle 
 
A4.  Grammar 
 
1. Do as Directed: 
i. They are also found selling newspapers. 

(Add a Question Tag) 
Ans: They are also found selling newspapers, aren’t 

they? 
 
ii. Although it doesn’t come in the narrator’s way 

he takes them there. 
(Identify the Clauses) 

Ans: he takes them there  Main Clause  
 Although it doesn’t come in the narrator’s way 

 Subordinate Clause 
 
iii. ___ boys get down in ___ building and ask 

___ narrator to wait in ___ nearby cafe. 
(Fill in the blanks with suitable articles) 

Ans: The boys get down in a building and ask the 
narrator to wait in a nearby cafe. 

iv. The brothers live in a shelter. 
 (Pick out the Subject and the Predicate) 

Ans: The brothers  Subject  
 live in a shelter  Predicate 
 
2. Write the noun form of the following: 

*i. eager  ii. resemble 
*iii. realise *iv. amplify 
Ans:  
i. eagerness ii. resemblance 
iii. realisation iv. amplification 
 
A5.  Open-ended / Personal Response 
 

*1. If the narrator offered the boys a large 
amount of cash, would they have accepted 
it? Say why? Or why not? 

Ans: No, the boys would not have accepted a large 
amount of cash even if the narrator had 
offered it. The boys were leading their lives 
with dignity and self-respect. They did not 
want anyone to pity them or to provide them 
with any sort of financial aid. They worked 
day and night to overcome the hardships they 
were faced with. They did not want to depend 
on anyone to provide for them. Thus, they 
would not have accepted the narrator’s charity. 

 
 
 
 

*1. What is the story about? 
Ans: The story is about two brothers who take up 

all kinds of jobs to earn money. They live a 
simple life, and starve themselves in order to 
save money so that they can pay for their 
sister’s treatment. They display a strong 
fighting spirit and a will to overcome the 
tough situations in life. Their selfless action, 
sacrifice and devotion is truly admirable and 
forms the theme of the story.  

 
*2. What kind of odd jobs do the two brothers do? 
Ans: Following are the odd jobs done by the two 

brothers to earn money: 
i. Selling wild strawberries 
ii. Shining shoes 
iii. Selling newspapers 
 
 
 
 

*1. Solve the puzzle of words from the text. The 
clues are given below. 

i. disallow 
ii. make known 
iii. unexpected meeting 

Language Study 

Additional Questions for Practice 
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iv. giving pleasure to the mind, feelings or senses;
enjoyable

v. sincere
vi. look like
 

 if 

 ivp 

 iir   iiie  l 

v   t

  vir 

Ans: 
i. forbid ii. reveal
iii. encounter iv. pleasant
v. earnest vi. resemble
 

*2. We have already learnt that Clause is a group
of words that has a Subject and a Verb and is 
a part of a larger sentence. In the sentence, 
‘We returned home, when school was over.’ 
there are two clauses – 1st ‘We returned 
home’ and 2nd ‘when school was over.’ 
The first one makes complete sense. So it is 
called Main / Principal Clause. 
The second one is not complete by itself. It 
depends on the main clause to convey a 
proper sense. So it is called Dependant or 
Subordinate Clause. ‘When’ is the joining 
word and it is called a Subordinator. 

*3. Identify the Main / Principal Clauses and
Subordinate Clauses and underline the 
Subordinator. 

i. They pay for their sister’s treatment, who
suffers from tuberculosis.

Ans: They pay for their sister’s treatment  Main Clause  
 who suffers from tuberculosis  Subordinate Clause 

ii. When he asks the nurse, she tells him their
story.

Ans: she tells him their story  Main Clause 
When he asks the nurse  Subordinate Clause 

iii. They have shown that war has not shaken
their spirit.

Ans: They have shown  Main Clause 
that war has not shaken their spirit  
Subordinate Clause 

iv. Although it doesn’t come in the narrator’s
way, he takes them there.

Ans: he takes them there  Main Clause 
Although it doesn’t come in the narrator’s way 
 Subordinate Clause 

1. Form groups and discuss what the narrator
could have done to help the boys without
making it look like charity.

1. Jacopo has grown up to become a hard-
working and successful social worker. He is
asked to give a speech on the opening
ceremony of an orphanage built by his
NGO. Imagine yourself to be Jacopo and
address the gathering.

Ans: Ladies and Gentlemen! It is an honour 
for me to be a part of this noble initiative. As I 
stand before you to speak at the opening 
ceremony of this orphanage, I recollect my 
own childhood.  

Child care is a very important part of the 
cycle of human growth. I realise this and hold 
this view very strongly as my brother, Nicola, 
and I, both have seen some difficult times in 
our childhood. We lost our father at a very 
young age; our home was destroyed due to the 
war and we had to work day and night to pay 
for our sister’s treatment as she was suffering 
from tuberculosis of the spine. We learnt 
many things about life during this tough phase 
and we learnt it the hard way. We wished we 
had someone to support us, guide us and take 
care of us in that situation.  

My NGO has taken this initiative to fill 
the empty space in the lives of the abandoned 
children. Unlike us, they will have support 
from experts to guide them and protect them. 
Providing proper child care is not only 
essential but also beneficial for the future of 
our nation as these children are its future. It is 
a great service for humanity and I am glad to 
be associated with this noble initiative. We 
must continue to promote such programmes.  

Thank you. 

Writing 

Activities 

Speaking 
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